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4 2008 elections preview Nick Lowles looks at the BNP’s 
chances outside London in the May council elections 


15 BNP invades London in election fight Gerry Gable 
reports on the BNP’s campaign and ours 


16 Hope not hate rolls into action Nick Lowles urges 
readers to get involved in the campaign against the BNP 


18 A weekend of hope Activities across London on 
14-16 March 


8 English nationalist rival moves in on BNP territory 
David Williams looks at the England First Party 


10 The watchdog that did not bark Sonia Gable reveals more 
about the BNP’s dodgy finances 


11 Namibian inaction leaves double killer free in Britain 
Gerry Gable on the trail of an apartheid terrorist 


14 Music magazine hosts illegal nazi videos Nick Lowles 
finds the unexpected on the NME’s website 


12 Fantasy politics David Williams reveals the growing 
paranoia of the BNP’s leader 


20 ‘Baseline antisemitism’ in Britain still rising 
David Williams reviews the annual report of antisemitic incidents 


21 The wind of change Matthew Collins reports the news 
from the sewers 


Visit the Searchlight Magazine website to 
access articles from the latest and previous 
issues of the magazines. 


Search our archive for information on 
fascism and racism in Britain and 
internationally. Historical features, 
interviews and much more. 
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Author: Leonard Zeskind for IREHR and Antifa-Net | Date: 

October 2005 : 

‘The storm thot followed the storm 

Untold numbers died from rains, winds and floods, Mare uncounted 
were killed by dehydration, starvation and neglect, Hospitals 

operated without electricity, water or fuad for the staff and patients, |) 


Author: Or Richard Pankhurst | Gate; October 2005 


The Italian Fascist Invasion of Ethiopia 
Seventy years ago the armies of Fascist Italy invaded Ethiopia, then 
internationally widely known as Abyssinia, without the courtesy of 


22 Council Watch Falling like ninepins; BNP loses Burnley 
election result challenge; Pensioners lose in BNP budget; 
Two-seat parish councillor goes too; Councillor not welcome 
at Holocaust service 


25 Home news BNP harvests another crop of election 
failures; Nazi terror tactics; More ABEX shenanigans 


26 International roundup Far-right parties in new unity 
bid; Nazis rally in Budapest square; Walloon extreme right 
reunifies 


27 Austria FPO election furore in Graz, by Karl Pfeifer 


28 Germany The BNP’s German pals face their own 
troubles, by Christian Dornbusch and Lina Bruch 


29 Belgium German bands inspire Nazi chants, 
by Wim Haelsterman 


30 Sweden Nazi activists jailed for attempted murder, 
by Johannes Jakobsson; SD caught with pants down, by 
Mikael Ekman 


32 France Identitaires’ hyperactivity hides failure to grow, 
by Taz 


33 Poland Culture ministry financed fascists, 
by Rafal Pankowski 


34 Italy Fascists hope for Berlusconi election win, 
by Alfio Bernabei 


Heed the vote 
Last month 147 MPs voted to give Andrew Miller’s 
Private Member’s Bill a second reading. However, 
the Bill, which would give temporary workers the 
same rights as permanent staff, is opposed by 
the Government. 

I have often used my editorial to argue in support 
of full employment rights. There is growing 
economic insecurity in the workplace and this is 
leading to a fear, sometimes real and sometimes 
perceived, that migrant workers are being used to 
take jobs away from British workers. There have 
been too many examples of unscrupulous employers 
repeatedly using temporary workers, often from 
abroad, precisely because they are not entitled to the 
same benefits and conditions as permanent staff. 

After the Government declared in January that 
future immigrants would have to pass a language 
test to enter the country I would urge them to 
change their longstanding opposition to full 
employment rights for all workers. I believe that 
this would be a far more useful piece of legislation 
in easing employment fears than a language test. 

Of course it is sensible for people to speak the 
language of the country that they live in, but is this 
really such a crucial element to improving 
community relations? And what about Welsh- 
speakers who might speak little English travelling 
into England? And what would be the reaction of 
the British Government and the media that so 
enthusiastically supported this proposal if a 
Government of a popular British destination 
decided that only those who spoke their language 
would be allowed in? Given the low number of 
Britons who speak a second language, and indeed 
the large numbers of adults who can barely read or 
write, should we really be lecturing others on their 
own language skills? 


Holding the Commission to account 

What is needed for the Electoral Commission 
properly to investigate the BNP? Searchlight is 
ignored. An MP is ignored. Even the claims of 
illegality from the party’s former treasurer are not 
investigated. Perhaps it is time for the House of 
Commons Committee that oversees the Electoral 
Commission to call it to account. 


The story that wasn’t 

Last month The Times reported that over the past 
year more Poles were returning home than arriving. 
Surprisingly enough other newspapers, particularly 
the Daily Express and the Daily Mail, not only 
failed to report this fact, but continued unabated in 
their migrant scaremongering stories. 


Thank you 

Finally, I would like to say a big thank you to 
everyone who has contributed to our Russia Appeal. 
We set out last autumn with a target of €1,000 but 
ended up with well over three times that amount. 
It is once again a credit to the internationalism of 
the anti-fascist movement in Britain. | 
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he political establishment and 
the media might be fixated with 
the London mayoral and 
Assembly elections but across 
the country thousands of council seats 
will be contested, many of them by the 
British National Party. 

Last year the BNP fought 742 council 
seats. Although the party has been beset 
by internal problems in the past few 
months it is still on course to put up a 
strong challenge again this year. 

Searchlight has identified 70 wards 
that could fall to the BNP on a swing of 
10% or less. Most are in the BNP’s 
traditional heartlands of West 
Yorkshire, the West Midlands, East 
Lancashire and Essex but as each year 
passes new areas come under threat. 

The key vulnerable local authorities 
this year appear to be Kirklees and 
Rotherham (both in Yorkshire), Burnley 
(North West), Stoke-on-Trent, Dudley, 
Sandwell and Nuneaton and Bedworth 
(West Midlands), Amber Valley (East 
Midlands) and Epping and Thurrock 
(Eastern). In all these areas several seats 
are under threat. 

Perhaps more importantly, we shall 
monitor the share of the vote the BNP 
obtains in each region. With the all- 
important European elections just over 
a year away, an average vote in excess of 
20% in the wards it contests would put 
the BNP in the running for an MEP in 
several regions. While the BNP tends 
mainly to field candidates in areas 
where it believes it will poll well, just 
having the party name on the ballot 
paper appears to bring in a sizeable vote. 

The BNP goes into these elections on 


Although much 
attention is being paid 
to the London Assembly 
election, borough and 
district council elections 
are taking place across 
Britain on 1 May as well. 
Nick Lowles looks at the 
BNP’s chances outside 
London. 


the back of a very poor year. In 2007, 
despite boasts by Nick Griffin, the party 
leader, that the party expected to win 60 
additional seats, the BNP ended up 
with a zero net gain. 

Since then things have only got 
worse. The party has lost several 
councillors, some through resigning 
from their seats, others who have left 
the party and more recently some who 
have resigned the BNP whip as a result 
of the party’s internal dispute. 

Here is a regional breakdown of the 
key battlegrounds. 
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North East ay 


With no elections in g, 


Sedgefield and some other “4 


parts of County Durham where 
the BNP has been pushing 
strongly, the main focus will 
again be on Tyne and Wear, 
though in truth the BNP is not 
the threat it was a few years ago. 

Sunderland branch has never 
been the same since John Martin fell 
out with fellow members in 2004. 
While he now seems to be back in the 
fold his recent involvement in even 
more extreme groups can hardly 
enhance the BNP’s electoral chances. 

The BNP has stagnated in 
Newcastle and Gateshead and slipped 
back in Sunderland. The fascists will 
be hoping to increase their vote in 
North and South Tyneside but there 
appear to be no wards in the region 
under serious threat. 
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JOIN THE GROWING MOVEMENT 
FOR HOPE NOT HATE 


Becomea volunteer, get involved in your 
| local anti-BNP group or just stay in touch 
# with the campaign 


‘ www.hopenothate.org.uk 


* Wards where a BNP councillor will be defending a seat 
# Ward where the defending councillor was elected as BNP but has now become an Independent 


The key battlegrounds 
Local authority Ward Swing Best placed Local authority Ward Swing Best placed 
required party required party 
Bradford Queensbury R1.7 Con Pendle Marsden R3.7 Lab 
Kirklees Dewsbury East 07 Lab Burnley Hapton with Park (*) R2.2 Lab 
Leeds Morley South 3.4 Ind Burnley Rosegrove w Lowerhouse 0.1 Lab 
Rotherham Keppel 3.6 Lab Burnley Gannow 2.3 Lab/LD 
Leeds Ardsley & Robin Hood 3.9 Lab Rossendale Irwell 3.0 Lab 
Bradford Wyke 4.0 lab Burnley Trinity 5.7 Lab 
Calderdale Illingworth & Mixenden 42 lab Burnley Brunshaw 6.0 LD 
Kirklees Dewsbury South 43 Con 
Bradford Royds 45 Lab 
Rotherham Maltby 49 Lab Stoke-on-Trent Bentilee & Townsend R1.6 Ind 
Bradford Wibsey 52 Lab Stoke-on-Trent Abbey Green R0.9 Lab 
Leeds Temple Newsam 53 Lab Stoke-on-Trent Weston & Meir North R0.8 Lab 
Kirklees Heckmondwike (*) 6.1 Lab eet Princes End Bs wa 
led Middleton Park 62 Lab = wih North (#) 0.6 Lab 
Bradford KegaenS Faaweattty 64 Lab Solihull pa & Fordbridge 1.8 Lab 
taldardate Seiden 68 lab Stoke-on-Trent Meir Park & Sandon 2.1 Con 
Kirklees Liversedge & Gomersal 7.0 Con sete nt oe = 
Rotherham Brinsworth & Catcliffe 78 Lab _— ie tines i roe 
Stoke-on-Trent Tunstall 41 Lab 
Redditch Winyates 42 LD 
: Dudley Upper Gornal & Woodsetton 47 Con 
Epping Forest Loughton Alderton (*) R4.3 Ind Sandwel Friar Park 53 Lab 
Epping Forest Loughton Broadway (*) R4.0 Lab Soleen Trent Fenton 53 Lab 
Epping Forest Loughton Fairmead (*) R0.1 Ind Carmiock Chase Rorian Canes 58 Lab 
Thurrock Tilbury Riverside & Thurrock Pk 1.9 Lab Dudley Coseley East 58 Lab 
Thurrock Aveley and Uplands 3.0 Con Sandwell Tividale 5.9 Lab 
Thurrock Chadwell St Mary oye Lab Redditch Greenlands Pa; Lab 
Epping Forest Waltham Abbey Paternoster 5.4 Con Stoke-on-Trent Longton South 6.8 Lab 
Thurrock West Thurrock & Sth Stifford 6.1 Lab Dudley St James As Lab 
Thurrock Belhus 6.7 lab Sandwell Great Bridge 7.6 Lab 
Epping Forest Shelley 12 Lab Nuneaton & Bedworth Camp Hill no election last year 
Basildon St Martins 74 Lab Nuneaton & Bedworth Bede no election last year 
Thurrock Corringham & Fobbing 74 Con 
Broxbourne Bury Green 7.9 Con c 
Thurrock Tilbury St Chads no election last year Amber Valley Heanor West 0.4 Lab 
Notes 
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For so long the BNP’s fy 


strongest region, with over 
1,000 members and including 
the party’s West Yorkshire 
heartland, this region is the 
most affected by the divisions in 
the party. The party is in a state 
of flux and even many of its key 
activists do not actually know what is 
going to happen in May. 

Most Yorkshire BNP organisers sided 
with the rebels against Griffin's 
leadership. Their position has hardened 
over time, but with no clear strategy 
many are now in a state of limbo. Some 
will probably stand as BNP candidates 
in May, many others clearly will not. 

Already what was the BNP’s Hull 
branch has declared that its members 
will stand as independent nationalists, 
and several regular BNP candidates in 
Bradford are currently being expelled 
from the party. Longstanding BNP 
members in York and Harrogate are also 
likely to stand as independents. 

The big question mark hangs over 
Kirklees, for so long the strongest BNP 
local authority area and home to three 
of the party’s councillors. In January 17 
branch officers and councillors wrote a 
letter to Griffin calling on him to 
withdraw his support for Mark Collett 
and David Hannam and _ reinstate 
the sacked rebels. The BNP leader 
refused and it does appear that several 
of those who were prepared to stand 
for the BNP will now either contest 
seats as independent nationalists or not 
stand at all. 

The key seat to watch in Kirklees is 
Heckmondwike, home where BNP 
councillor David Exley’s seat is up for 
election. He topped the poll in 2004 but 
faces a resurgent Labour Party which 
comfortably won the seat last year. 

South Leeds will also be a key 
battleground, though here again the 
internal split might have an impact. 
The BNP has one councillor in Morley 
South but appears to be concentrating 
its forces on the neighbouring Ardsley 
and Robin Hood ward. 

Bradford, once the jewel in the BNP 
crown, is now beset with problems. 
The excellent work of local anti-fascists 
coupled with a more robust approach 
from the main political parties has 
resulted in a slump in BNP support in 
recent elections. While the BNP 


remains a serious threat in several seats 
in Bradford South, it is likely to struggle 
to find candidates. 

We are also likely to see a stronger 
BNP challenge in South Yorkshire, 
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. which the BNP carried out little 
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which has been less affected by the split. 
The BNP is campaigning strongly in 
two wards in Rotherham, in both of 


work last year, and Barnsley, where 
fascists have enough 
confidence to hold regular town 
centre stalls. The BNP is also 
emerging as a significant force in 
Doncaster, though it has slipped back 
considerably in Sheffield. 


North West 9x Sa 
There is bound to be an : 
increase in BNP candidates , > 
and activity in the North 
West this year largely because 
Griffin has announced his 
intention to head the BNP’s 
list of candidates in this 
region in next year’s European « 
elections. 

The main battleground will once 
again be the East Lancashire authorities 
of Burnley and Pendle. The BNP is 
defending one seat in Burnley though 
its councillor, Sharon Wilkinson, 
appears to have some exposure to a 
£30,000 debt for legal costs for the 
failed High Court action brought by 
four voters to overturn a tied election 
result, which was then awarded to 
Labour on the toss of a coin. 

There are several other wards at risk 
in Burnley which could fall to the BNP 
on a relatively small swing. Many people 
believe that the BNP threat has 
weakened in recent years. While it is 
true that its vote has declined the party 
is still averaging over 30% in key wards 


even where it does very little work. 

Outside Burnley very few wards in 
the North West are at risk. 
In neighbouring Pendle the BNP 
will hope to repeat its 2006 success 
in Marsden (the last time the seat 
was contested) but poor results in 
other wards have left the fascists a long 
way behind. 

The BNP has experienced mixed 
fortunes elsewhere. Its branch in 
Blackburn has virtually collapsed and its 
other former stronghold of Oldham has 
been badly affected by long-running 
internal disputes and the current splits. 
Since the branch’s most recent 
organiser switched allegiance to the 

England First Party, it seems that 


_/ the area’s stalwarts, Mick Treacy and 


Anita Corbett, are once again 
running the show. 
The rest of Greater Manchester BNP 
has been badly affected by the splits and 
we can expect to see far fewer 
candidates and perhaps several standing 
as independent nationalists, as Bev 
Jones of Tameside, one of the key BNP 
rebels, seems certain to do. 

However, further north and west the 
BNP is experiencing something of a 
resurgence and many more candidates 
are expected to stand across Merseyside 
and Cumbria. 

One man familiar to Searchlight 
readers who appears to be back on the 
scene is the Merseyside gangster Joey 
Owens. Despite being humiliated and 
ostracised by Griffin after we revealed 
his links to several gangland murders he 
has returned to the party fold. 


West Midlands 

The 2007 results in the West Midlands 
were a disappointment for the 
BNP, particularly after the party’s 
strong showing the previous year. 
; *» The BNP slipped back badly in 
a id Sandwell and Dudley and failed to 
—_ ¥ win any more seats in Solihull and 
Redditch. Its only success was in 
Stoke-on-Trent where the BNP picked 
up three seats but lost one, and a week 

later lost another through a defection. 

Stoke-on-Trent will again be the 
main BNP target in the region and with 
a mayoral election due next year it will 
be imperative to reverse the party’s 
recent advances in the town. In the last 
mayoral election in 2005, the BNP took 
18.5% first preference votes across the 
city and that was on the same day as 
the general election. Since then support 
for the BNP has increased. 

This year as many as eight wards are 
at major risk and with the Labour party 
seemingly at war with itself over 
whether there should be a mayor at all 
and changes to the city’s schools, there 
is no disguising the threat here. 

The BNP has slipped back badly in 
Sandwell over the past year but still 
poses a threat in its Tipton heartland 
despite the appalling record of its 
councillors. 

A much more serious threat now 
appears in Dudley, where the BNP will 
be hoping that the UK Independence 
Party does not contest every seat in the 
borough again. That certainly prevented 
the BNP from winning one or two seats 
last year though there are several wards 
in Dudley South where the BNP will be 
pushing hard. 

We are likely to see a strong BNP 
challenge in Nuneaton and Bedworth 
and generally a lot more candidates in 
the southern part of the region. 


East Midlands 
As few councils in the 
East Midlands are 
holding elections it is 
difficult to judge the 
strength of the internal 
BNP rebellion which has 
its roots in the Broxtowe 
area. ; 

The one council where “ 
the BNP is bound to pose a serious 
threat, if it can find candidates to stand, 
is Amber Valley, where the party has 
only just missed out in two wards in 
recent years. 

With little to do locally, the party’s 
most impressive election machine is 


likely to move in to help in parts of the 
West Midlands. 


Regional BNP vote (BNP candidates in brackets, London excluded) 
Region 2003 2004 2006 2007 
Eastern 21.1% (9) 24.7% (16) 24.7% (23) 19.0% (65) 
East Midlands 16.7% (11) 21.9% (2) 28.0% (3) 18.5% (83) 
North East 12.7% (54) 12.3% (57) 13.7% (43) 11.5% (95) 
North West 24.5% (43) 17.7% (53) 20.6% (53) 14.9% (117) 
South East 10.9% (14) 10.1% (15) 14.3% (13) 12.0% (43) 
South West 9.9% (17) 5.7% (2) 16.0% (1) 11.1% (34) 
Yorkshire andThe Humber 17.4% (45) 15.9% (93) 19.4% (105) 14.1% (179) 
West Midlands 22.5% (22) 18.0% (55) 18.0% (86) 14.6% (126) 
South West g4 3 We are also likely to see many more 


The BNP poses little 4 * 
threat in this region 
despite its internet 
claims. Expect to see a hard 
push again in Wiltshire 
where Mick Howson is 
leading the BNP. However 
his tough law and order 
stance, which included 
setting up a vigilante group, did the 
party little good last year. 


South East Oe 
With Roger Robertson's 4) 
resignation as regional f 
organiser and the region's 
close proximity to London, 
it will be interesting to see 
how much effort the party 
puts in. Activists are being 
encouraged to get involved 
in the London elections 
although several dozen 
candidates are still expected to stand. 
None appears to pose a serious threat. 


Eastern 
Eastern region could 
spring a surprise or two 
if the main political “| 
parties and anti-fascists are 
not alert. Griffin’s decision 
to contest Thurrock had a 
general election been called 
last autumn was a timely 
reminder that the BNP 
believes there is potential 
for further expansion and electoral gain. 

In 2007 the BNP polled 24% across 
the borough of Thurrock and came a 
very close second in several wards. 
Interestingly, the BNP performed better 
in traditional Conservative areas, 
bucking the trend in other parts of 
the country. 

The BNP is defending three seats on 
Epping Forest District Council and will 
be contesting many more in the district. 


y and 


candidates across the region as a whole. 
In addition to local campaigning the 
BNP will undoubtedly hope that a high 
profile London campaign will have a 
knock-on effect in its key wards in 
Hertfordshire and Essex. This is also a 
region where the internal split has had 
little resonance. 


Wales 

The BNP is threatening to 
field 50 candidates in the 
Welsh local elections and will 
hope to build on its solid vote in 
the Welsh Assembly elections 
last year. 

In Wrexham, which has a 

large Polish community, the 

BNP won 9.4% in the North 

Wales regional list vote, and it 
secured more than 7% in Alyn and 
Deeside and Clwyd South. It just 
missed out on a seat on the Assembly by 
2,500 votes. 

In South Wales the BNP polled well 
in Swansea and won more than 5% of 
the vote in Aberavon, Blaenau Gwent 
and Islwyn. 

It is in North Wales that the BNP 
will mount its biggest challenge where 
it will push its anti-migrant worker 

agenda strongly. 
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No complacency 


: oc Because of our success in stopping the 


BNP in last year’s local elections there 
are fewer critical marginals that the 
BNP could take on a swing of less than 
2.5% but there are 70 wards that they 
could win on a swing of 10% or less. 
Much of the focus of anti-fascist 
work will centre on London. However, 
it is vital that we do not take our eye off 
the ball across the rest of the country. 
We must work hard to consolidate last 
year’s success and prevent the BNP 
from creating a platform for European 
success. 
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Investigation 


English nationalist rival 
moves in on BNP territory 


By David Williams 


s the elections for London's 
Mayor and the London 
Assembly approach all eyes are 
on the British National Party. 
Looking ahead to the 2009 European 
elections, the North West promises to 
be a particularly fraught battleground as 
the BNP comes up against a 
determined anti-fascist campaign. 
Another hurdle the BNP will have to 
contend with in the North West is a 
resurgent England First Party (EFP) 
whose message of unabashed white 
supremacy continues to threaten the 
hegemony of the BNP in the region. 
With Nick Griffin arrogantly 
disregarding the wishes of local party 
members by appointing himself 
regional organiser instead of the 
preferred candidate Chris Jackson, there 
will be much more to play for than seats 
in European Parliament. Griffin will 
also be putting his personal reputation 
on the line in an area where his political 
opponents on the far right are strongest. 
The EFP was founded in 2004 by 
Mark Cotterill, a former chairman of 
the American Friends of the British 
National Party (AFBNP), which 
channelled tens of thousands of dollars 
into the BNP before a change in UK 
electoral law made it illegal to raise 
money abroad. Cotterill, who had been 
involved with the nazi National 
Alliance while living in America, was 
subsequently deported because his 
fundraising also contravened US law. 
Upon his return to England he fell out 
with the BNP, Griffin seemingly 
unwilling to reward his endeavours with 
a commensurate party position. 
Disaffected, Cotterill moved to 
Blackburn, Lancashire where he formed 
the EFP. 
The EFP makes no bones about its 


white supremacist ideology which marks 
the party out as more vocally extreme 
than the “modern” BNP. The EFP wants 
to “win back” the country from hordes of 
“immigrant invaders”. To do so requires 
the “repatriation of all immigrants to 
their lands of ancestral origin’, which 
will not be a voluntary matter. 

To the EFP ethnic minorities are 
unassimilable and unwanted, their very 
presence creating friction: “... their 
clothes, their food, their culture, 
their psychology, their biology, their 
physiology and their history challenges 
ours at every point of the compass”. 
To reenergise the sense of national 
identity it believes has been corrupted 
by these “aliens”, the EFP advocates the 
teaching of “the Aryan histories of 
Western Europe” in schools and “the 
abolition of the Islamic faith and 
the demolition of all 
mosques”. 

Many BNP members h 
agree with these senti- 
ments but they would 
perhaps be loath to 
couch them in such 
uncompromising terms. 
The EFP regularly oper- 
ates in tandem with both 
the National Front and the | 
openly nazi British People’s | 
Party. Its meetings are graced / 


by individuals such as Lady 
Michele Renouf, David 
Irving’s chief cheerleader \. 
who is particularly close to * 
Peter Rushton, deputy editor 
of the EFP’s magazine, Heritage 
and Destiny. 

Another barrier is the genuine 
ideological difference between 
the EFP and the BNP over 
“English” and “British” 


nationalism which, though it might 
seem of minor importance outside far- 
right circles, certainly contains the 
potential for a major ideological split. 
There are certainly people in the BNP 
who would prefer to “ditch Scotland” 
if not Wales, especially since the recent 
internal crisis in which Scottish 
activists were prominent opponents 
of Nick Griffin, the BNP leader. 
The BNP’s monthly magazine Identity 
has recently attempted to jump on the 
“English” nationalism bandwagon so as 
not to be usurped by the EFP not to 
mention the larger English Democrats 
party, which recently adopted Matt 
O’Connor, founder of Fathers 
4 Justice, as its candidate in the 
London mayoral election. 
By virtue of its very existence 
the EFP impedes the progress of the 
BNP in its main Blackburn base and 
» is beginning to pose a_ threat 
elsewhere. Griffin was furious 
_ when Cotterill and his fellow 
EFP candidate Michael 
Johnson, a local publican, 
were elected to Blackburn 
council in 2006, not least 
because Cotterill again 
trounced the local BNP 
organiser in the process. 
Cotterill’s triumph did 
not last. Within a year he had 
resigned and Johnson had left 
the EFP, joining the For 
Darwen group on the council. 
Cotterill cited the offer of a 
job in Preston as the reason for 
his departure not only from the 
council chamber but also as 
party leader. He remains actively 
involved behind the scenes, 
however, as the party's 
nominations officer and, more 


Happier times: Blackburn with Darwen 
England First Party councillors Mark Cotterill, 
Meadowhead ward (right), and Michael 
Johnson, Fernhurst ward 


previous page: Steve Smith 


importantly, as the editor of Heritage 
and Destiny. 

The departure of Cotterill and 
Johnson does not seem to have 
diminished support for the EFP in 
certain areas of Blackburn and Darwen. 
Although the EFP has not won any 
more council seats in Blackburn, in May 
2007 it polled strongly in Higher Croft 
(15.2%) and in Mill Hill (18.2%), where 
it beat the BNP candidate. 

Steve Smith took over the reins from 
Cotterill. Smith had previously been the 
chairman of Burnley BNP and is widely 
credited with orchestrating the party’s 
breakthrough in the town between 2001 
and 2003. John Tyndall, the BNP’s 
founder and veteran nazi leader, was 
certainly impressed, writing: “Steven 
Smith is the most successful branch 
organiser in the history of the British 
National Party”. Smith alas was unable 
to enjoy the fruits of his labours. He was 
arrested and jailed for forging signatures 
on BNP nomination papers. 

The BNP rapidly moved to dissociate 
itself from its erstwhile hero. Smith 
claims that Griffin was motivated by 
vanity, fearing paradoxically that the rise 
of the BNP in Burnley threatened his 
own position as chairman. Similar 
sentiments have been voiced in 
connection with the expulsion last 
December of Sadie Graham, another 
capable organiser now outside the BNP. 

With Smith at the helm the EFP 
expanded its base of operations into 
Burnley with the intention of taking it 
back from the BNP. His first move was 
to stand in a by-election in Daneshouse 
with Stoneyholme in February 2007. 
He came third with 141 votes (7%), 
beating the Conservative candidate into 
third place. In this predominantly Asian 
ward Smith never had a hope in hell of 


elected and knew it. His 


being 
candidacy was meant to deliver a simple 
message: Smith was back in town. 

In May 2007 Smith stood in Cliviger 
with Worsthorne. He came second with 
372 votes (17%), though a long way 


behind the victorious Conservative 
candidate. More importantly, however, 
Smith utterly thrashed the BNP 
candidate Dave Shapcott, who had 
taken over from Smith as Burnely BNP 
organiser, beating him into third place. 
Between them the far-right vote was 
29% and Smith appears bent on 
capturing it all. In Queensgate ward, 
Simon Bennett polled a creditable 26% 
for the EFP, coming third. 

Smith also has his eye on Brunshaw 
ward, which once yielded a strong vote 
for the BNP and returned one BNP 
councillor. BNP support has dissipated 
since those heady days and Smith 
believes he can displace the BNP as a 
“nationalist” alternative to the Liberal 
Democrats. Smith fired the opening 
salvo in October 2007 with “Operation 
Blanket Burnley” — his plan to saturate 
the town with 25,000 “wonderfully 
controversial” leaflets, which stated, 
“England is being deliberately 
destroyed by cowards, liars, anarchists 
and traitors” and alleged that white 
Britons were “becoming an ethnic 
minority in their own land”. The 
Burnley Police hate crime unit is 
currently investigating the leaflets’ 
content for incitement of racial hatred. 
Not that this has stopped Smith 
handing them out: he claims he only 
has 8,000 left to deliver. 

Shapcott is not amused by the 
support the EFP is gaining and even 
less amused by his own members 
fraternising with the EFP despite its 
proscription, something surely of 


concern to the BNP leadership. 

The EFP has also begun picking at the 
bones of other areas in which the BNP 
has begun stagnating. Since May 2007 it 
has moved into Wigan where it has won 
the support of Ian Hague, the former 
Wigan BNP organiser, and Oldham, 
where the former BNP organiser Martin 
Brierley has joined up, another sign that 
the EFP is gaining in areas where the 
BNP has failed to capitalise on what was 
once fertile ground. 

The party has also begun to move 
southwards, establishing a presence in 
Hastings, Sussex, through the good 
offices of Alan Winder, another BNP 
renegade. The EFP fielded a candidate 
in Whaddon ward, Milton Keynes in 
June 2007, which caused some strife for 
the BNP. Anna Seymour, the EFP 
candidate, came third of six beating the 
Liberal Democrats, UK Independence 
Party and an independent candidate. 
Her campaign drew support from local 
BNP members including Barry Taylor 
who has since been expelled. 

It is important not to exaggerate the 
threat posed by the EFP to the BNP. 
It remains a minute outfit in 
comparison to its rival. It is, however, 
the only far-right party capable of 
mounting a serious challenge to BNP 
hegemony in the North West. Smith 
appears to have reenergised the 
organisation following Cotterill’s 
“departure”. Shapcott and Griffin have 
been left bristling with annoyance as the 
EFP encroaches on its former power 
base in Burnley. And although there is 
no indication at present that the EFP 
are on the cusp of displacing the BNP 
in Burnley, Smith's zeal and 
organisational ability must be a cause 
for concern within the BNP and indeed 
for anti-fascists too. ~<a 


| investigation =i ‘a 
The watchdog that did not bark 


Sonia Gable reveals more about the BNP’s dodgy financial dealings and the Electoral 
Commission’s failure to respond. 
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House of Commons on 18 December. 

By 13 February, following the 
broadcast of the BBC's File on 4 
investigation into the BNP’s finances, 
the BNP had changed its tune. Said 
John Walker, the BNP treasurer: “The 
bag of shredded items produced in 
the studio to me which the listeners 
were expected to believe the BBC's 
claims, appeared to be in the main, 
working copies of the print outs of the 
book keeping software and draft 
accounts. To suggest | shredded 
cheques and invoices is ridiculous, 
why would | destroy invoices, as | 
would not have paperwork to cover 
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the expenditure as required by the 
auditor.’ 

The BNP works on the principle that if 
one lie is exposed, try another, and 
hope no one notices the contradiction. 
Apart from the fact that Walker now 
admits that the BNP does have non- 
electronic records, Searchlight’s perusal 
of the shreds has revealed numerous 
pieces of original receipts and cheques, 
clearly identifiable by their various 
colours, typestyles and handwritten 
details. 

They include numerous references 
to various family members of Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, which may 
bolster the allegations from across the 
political spectrum that Griffin treats 
the party as his “cash cow”. 

Another name that appears on 
several of the bits of paper is Vanguard 
Promotions. This is the private printing 


star of the Channel 4 television 
documentary Young, Nazi and Proud. 
His imprint appears on many BNP 
leaflets and many people have 
questioned the relationship. 

Walker was also rather coy about the 
BNP’s failure to include a donation of 
£5,315 from Steve Johnson on its 
return to the Electoral Commission for 
July to September 2007. “Only one 
donation for the 3rd quarter of 2007 
... was missed,” glossing over the fact 
that this was 50% of the total number 
of donations. “It was not reported to 
my regional treasurer at the time,’ he 
continued, protecting another 
seriously incompetent BNP officer 
David Hannam, “and as soon as the 
Electoral Commission brought this 
matter to my attention it was duly 
reported to the satisfaction of the 
commission’. 

Walker does not explain how the 
Electoral Commission knew about the 
donation to bring it to his attention 
before he reported it. Perhaps he does 
not want to admit that he found out 
about the omission from Searchlight's 
Stop the BNP website. 

Reporting a donation late is not the 
unique preserve of the BNP. The 
Electoral Commission publishes a list 
of donations reported in the fourth 
quarter of 2007 that should have been 


reported previously. Donations to all 
three main parties and others are on it, 
but not Johnson's, which has simply 
been added to the BNP’s quarterly list 
as if it had been reported on time. It is 
unclear why the BNP receives such 
apparently preferential treatment 
from the Electoral Commission. 

The BNP reported three donations 
received in the final three months of 
2007, from Sheila Butler, Charles 
Wentworth and Adam Champneys. 
Each gave precisely £5,000. 
Champneys, who has made large 
donations to the party before, 
appeared on the BNP’s list of 
candidates for the South East in the 
2004 European election. Butler is new 
to the donors’ list. It is not known 
whether she is the same Sheila Butler 
who made donations to the UK 
Independence Party in the South West 
in 2003 and 2004. 

The shredded financial records had 
originated from John  Brayshaw, 
Walker’s predecessor as BNP treasurer. 
Before resigning he refused to sign off 
the party accounts because he had not 
been given access to all the records he 
wanted to see. He told the Electoral 
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Commission that he had resigned as 
BNP treasurer “as a number of 
irregularities had come to light’ 
Explaining that he had seen Walker and 
Hannam shredding the documents and 
been told to burn them, he declared: “I 
have not seen what the party sent to 
the commission but do not believe it is 
a full and accurate set of accounts for 


the BNP”. 
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But the Electoral Commission 


was unconcerned. It took just two 
weeks to dismiss the matter, without 
even asking to see his evidence. 
Its response to him was_ blunt: 
“with regard to a breach of the 
Political Parties, Elections and 
Referendums Act, we currently have 
no reason to believe that such a 
breach has taken place” 

Jon Cruddas MP was similarly 
unable to persuade the Electoral 
Commission to take complaints 
against the BNP seriously. In a letter 
dated 28 January 2008 the 
Commission pointed out that the BNP 
had paid the “appropriate fine of 
£1,000” for the late submission of its 
2006 accounts, in other words end of 
story. As for the BNP’s attempt to 
solicit donations from overseas via its 
front group Civil Liberty, the 
Commission dismissed the concerns 
stating that there was not “sufficient 
evidence to establish that ‘Civil 
Liberty’ was an organisation of any 
significant scale, that it raised 
any substantial funds from any source, 
or that it passed funds to the British 
National Party”. 

Civil Liberty is not a_ limited 
company and has no obligation to 
make its accounts public. How exactly 
did the Electoral Commission 
investigate what funds it had raised? 
Did the Commission do any more than 
ask the BNP and/or the BNP officers 
who ran Civil Liberty, Kenny Smith and 
Kevin Scott? On this the letter is silent. 

“The Commission does however 
monitor the activities of political 
parties and associationed _ [sic] 
organisations and _ individuals, and 
keeps matters under review,’ the letter 
concludes. We are not reassured. —~@ 


Namibian inaction leaves 
double killer free in Britain 


By Gerry Gable 


A FORMER pro-apartheid activist 
wanted for two murders remains in 
England because the Namibian 
authorities seem unconcerned to 
bring him to justice. 

Leonard Michael Veenendaal, a 
South African, arrived in Britain in 
1997 at a time when he was on 
Interpol’s most wanted list for two 
killings arising from a raid on a 
United Nations base in Namibia in 
the run-up to the southwest African 
state’s first one person one vote 
elections. One of the dead men was a 
police officer who was escorting him 
and his accomplices to their cells after 
a court appearance after they had 
been charged with the murder of the 
Namibian guard they killed during 
the raid. 

Veenendaal, now 41, was given 
leave to remain in Britain. Although 
we have not been able to establish a 
current link with the British National 
Party, he is well known to the BNP’s 
éminence grise, Arthur Kemp, the 
South African intelligence service 
officer who appears to have stuck 
with the service through the collapse 
of the apartheid regime, the interim 
government and _ its eventual 
replacement by the ANC. Kemp 
spent many months with Eugene 
Terre’Blanche, the leader of the 
AWB, a white supremacist terrorist 
group fighting against majority rule 
in South Africa, when Kemp was 
writing his book about the 
organisation. At the time Veenendaal 
was ___Terre’Blanche’s personal 
bodyguard. 

We understand Veenendaal has not 
been given British citizenship but 
prospers in his job as technical services 
manager for Cambridgeshire County 
Council’s Education ICT Department. 
He also coaches teenagers in rugby and 
is governor of a primary school. It is 
unlikely that parents in either case are 
aware of his past. 

He can still be violent. When a 
reporter turned up at his home in 
2003, Veenendaal threw him against 
a wall saying: “I have a family. 
You're going to find yourself in a 
negative position.” 


Terrorist killer Leonard Veenendaal 


One thing the white extremist 
exiles living in Britain have been 
good at is laying a trail of red 
herrings. One was the suggestion that 
the South African government was 
seeking his return so that it could 
complete his extradition to Namibia, 
for which the South African Minister 
of Justice had signed the necessary 
papers in 1996. In fact international 
law would not allow South African to 
demand his return with the intention 
of passing him to a third country. 

Namibia could demand his 
extradition, but we understand from 
Namibian contacts that some 
elements in the government would 
like to sweep the affair under the 
carpet. Several of Veenendaal’s 
accomplices in the murders were 
Germans. Some were imprisoned in 
South Africa and others, like 
Veenendaal, escaped to Europe. 
Namibia, once German South West 
Africa, has a large population of 
German origin and the country has 
strong economic connections with 
Germany, which may be the source of 
some pressure. 

One question is why the British 
government, which is so ready to 
expel women to war zones and people 
who will die without medical 


attention here, does not simply deport 
him as a person whose presence is not 
conducive to the public good. 


If you can’t beat ‘em ... 
Griffin publicises the 
HOPE not hate 
campaign 


by David Williams 


THE RENOWNED journalist Sydney 
Schanberg, whose experiences in 
Cambodia inspired the film The Killing 
Fields, once wrote of the brutal Khmer 
Rouge dictator Pol Pot that: 


“My own reaction from a distance is 
that Pol Pots demise as the leader of 
the Khmer Rouge was inevitable, 
and that his own paranoia did him 
in as much as anything else’. 


Judging by his latest epistle in last 
month's Identity the same might very 
well be said for another would-be 
dictator closer to home, the British 
National Party chairman Nick Griffin. 

Throughout the recent very public 
split that engulfed the BNP before 
Christmas Griffin maintained a 
studious public silence. With the onset 
of the new year, however, Griffin has 
chosen to unburden himself to the 


= FANTASY 
POLITICS 


membership with his own uniquely 
paranoid take on the division. Regular 
readers might remember that chairman 
Griffin recently accused one of his 
most vocal critics, the veteran far-right 
activist Peter Rushton, of actually 
being one and the same as our 
esteemed editor Nick Lowles. 
The reaction? Everyone laughed 
at him, again, and again, and 
again. Fearing further ridicule 
Griffin’s only option was to lie 
— a seemingly involuntary reflex 
— and to deny he had uttered 
such patently ludicrous 
nonsense when it was perfectly 
obvious he had. 

The new year doesn’t seem to have 
cooled his penchant for pure fantasy. 

Griffin interprets the recent split in 
the BNP not as the result of 
personality clashes and disillusionment 
with his lacklustre leadership and 
appalling financial management of the 
party but as the result of a malign plot 
operated by a cabal of conspirators, 
skilled in the dark arts of subversion 
and political destabilisation, pulling 
the strings from smoky back rooms at 
the behest of “Stalinist/Zionist” 
paymasters. Basically he means us 
at Searchlight. 

Some of the article was hilarious. 
Griffin claims a meeting between 
Searchlight and a BNP activist called 
Frank Forte several years ago as a 
victory for BNP counter-intelligence. 
Forte apparently fed us plenty of false 
information at Griffin's behest and was 
paid £500 for his troubles after his 
initial meeting with us which confirmed 
his suspicions that “these people are not 
short of funds”. £500? Get real Griffin. 
He obviously decided to spare Forte’s 
blushes over what actually transpired 
at the meeting, though. Remember, 
Frank? We do. 

Having masterminded this daring 
counter-intelligence coup Griffin goes 


on to regale us with tales of Chris 
Brennan, a BNP candidate in Luton 
who, he keeps insisting, was “working 


for Searchlight”. Apparently Griffin's 


Inspector Clouseau-like detective 
skills even resulted in him catching 
sight of one of our expenses claim 
forms “and an invitation to attend 
one of their [Searchlight’s] training 
courses for ‘moles’ within the BNP”. 
Excellent work. There’s only one 
problem. We don’t hold such courses 
and if we were really as secretive as 
he claims, would we bandy about 
expenses claims and other such 
documentation for him to piece 


above: Griffin's little helpers (left) Dave 
Hannam and (right) Mark Collett 


left: Not Nick Lowles, Peter Rushton 


together? Does Inspector Griffin think 
we're MI5? Apparently he does ... yawn. 

Without dissecting all the deliberate 
lies, paranoia and sheer fantasy 
contained in Griffin's article (we haven't 
the space) the point is that by raving on 
about Sadie Graham's alleged plot 
(backed by Searchlight of course) to 
usurp him as chairman Griffin hopes 
to deflect attention from his own 
manifest failings. It also allows Griffin 
to interpret the division without any 
blame attaching to him, which no doubt 
has its own psychological satisfaction. 
Teflon Nick, I can’t do a thing wrong is 
the message to party members. 

The plotters — “the faction of fools” — 
have no genuine grounds for complaint. 
Mark Collett and Dave Hannam are 
utterly blameless in this whole affair, 
poor little lambs who were “marked 
down to be hounded out by artificially 
induced lynch mob hysteria ... on 
account of their loyalty to the BNP 
status quo”. Even Griffin loyalists 
will be surely gobsmacked by this guff. 
Even the weather, which disrupted 
the BNP Summer School, appears to 
have been enlisted against him in this 
vast conspiracy. 

The piece contains a number of 
fantastic fibs. Griffin claims he 


For the latest 
developments on the 
crisis in the BNP visit 
www.stopthebnp.org.uk 


unravelled the plot thanks to two 
strokes of luck. Firstly “we received 
anonymously through the post a 
recording of three of the culprits 
arranging the launch of their on-line 
smear site”. Funny that Graham and 
everyone else claim the BNP bugged 
her. He also parades what Graham 
alleges is a forged receipt to prove that 
the computer that was taken from her 
home was not hers but belonged to the 
BNP. Maybe. Maybe not. What is not 
in dispute, however, is that a BNP 
security team illegally gained access to 
her home to take the equipment. 
Griffin claims there is nothing wrong 
with “walking through an open door 
into someone’s home front room” 
though he concedes it is not “polite”. 
Indeed it is also illegal. 

In short the whole sorry debacle is 
dismissed as a Searchlight plot to 
destroy the BNP ahead of the Greater 
London Authority elections. Why, oh 
why, if this were true, would we 
concentrate our efforts in the 
East Midlands? The mind boggles. 
Griffin also points the finger at Steve 
Blake and Ian Dawson accusing them 
of being Searchlight’s “moles” on the 
Advisory Council. Wrong again Nick. 
Following the logic of Griffin's 
argument this must mean that the 
“mole” he claims was on the Advisory 
Council is still in place. Oh dear. 

Nevertheless Griffin claims to have 
survived the whole farrago intact and 
says that “our” best shot, apparently in 
the making for three years, has failed. 

To be honest we didn’t really know 
what to make of this bizarre and slightly 
unhinged back-handed compliment 


from Griffin for our work. Griffin 
claims the split caused him many a 
sleepless night. Doubtless there will be 
many more. After all, to be fair to his 
conspiratorial mentality, “just because 
you're paranoid doesn't mean they're not 
after you”. 08 


| Investigation = 


By Nick Lowles 


THE BRITISH MUSIC magazine the New 
Musical Express (NME) has become the 
target of an online campaign after 
Searchlight discovered that its website 
provides access to some of the most 
illegal racist music ever produced. 

This is a severe embarrassment for a 
publication that has a proud history of 
opposing racism and fascism. 

The NME website gives viewers the 
chance to listen to tracks and watch 
videos uploaded to YouTube by bands 
and their supporters. However, there 
appears to be no control over the 
contents. Even a cursory investigation 
by Searchlight researchers revealed 
hundreds of nazi and racist tracks, 
some of them highly illegal. 

Perhaps the worst track is Barbecue 
in Rostock by the British band No 
Remorse. This song glorifies the 
frenzied nazi attack on a refugee 
hostel in the East German town of 
Rostock in August 1992. 

Its chorus includes the lines: 


There's a barbecue if Rostock 
You'd better come 

How do you like your Turks? 
Do you like them well done? 


The accompanying video shows 
German nazis setting fire to the hostel. 
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No Remorse - BBQ in 
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The CD is clearly an incitement to 
racial hatred. The German authorities 
have described it as the most extreme 
record in existence. A British man, 
Leighton Gareth Jones, was sent to 
prison in 1998 for its production after 
Searchlight revealed that the CD had 
been pressed by a manufacturer in 
South Wales. 

No Remorse is linked to the violent 
terror group Combat 18, which during 
the 1990s was responsible for a wave 
of violence across Europe, including 
several attempted bombings. Its 
original leader, Charlie Sargent, is 
currently serving life for murder. 

There are numerous other tracks by 
No Remorse, whose leader is currently 
awaiting Crown Court trial for more 
recent racist material produced by the 
group. 

Other nazi bands whose material 
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appear on the NME site include 
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Skrewdriver, which was at the 
forefront of developing the white 
power skinhead subculture in the 
1980s and early 1990s, and the current 
British bands Brutal Attack and 
Whitelaw. Many are accompanied by 
videos of skinheads giving Nazi 
salutes. 

There is also British National Party 
material, including a song from Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader. 

Searchlight is not suggesting that 
the NME is aware of what has been 
placed on its website but we are 
demanding that access to such racist 
songs and videos is stopped. 

However, this does once again raise 
the issue of freedom of speech and 
legal responsibility especially on the 
internet. The BBQ in Rostock song is 
clearly illegal and simple possession of 
it with intent to supply can lead to 
prosecution. The internet is a relatively 
new medium but must surely be 
covered by the same laws. 

Eleven years ago Searchlight had a 
similar battle with the British CD 
manufacturers after we discovered 
that several were unwittingly 
producing nazi CDs. Their defence was 
that they were unable to check every 
track that came in for pressing but 
they were forced to change their 
method of operation after we 
highlighted their legal responsibilities 
as producers of this music. 

The same now goes for the NME. 
Its editors are clearly unaware of these 
highly inflammatory and racist CDs but 
now the problem has been brought to 
their attention they have a moral and 
legal obligation to prevent access to 
these tracks through their website. 

Searchlight has written to the NME 
to register its horror at these tracks 
and videos and hopes to report on a 
successful outcome next month. ~ 


BNP invades London in election ene 


By Gerry Gable 


THINGS ARE looking pretty good in 

London as the 2008 Hope Not Hate 

campaign gets under way. As we went to 

press activities were planned in two 
| thirds of London's 32 boroughs for the 
campaign's weekend of action on 14-16 
March, with more being added to the 
list all the time. 

Unlike the British National Party, 
which is having to import activists from 
all over the country to give out leaflets 
in London, our campaign has brought 
together Londoners to affirm their 
belief in London as a world in one 
city and to oppose the BNP’s politics 
of hate. 

Our intelligence on the ground has 
shown that the BNP can barely raise 40 
out of its 200 or so London members to 
campaign actively. The other 110 who 
turned up for the BNP’s first national 
weekend of action in London in January 
came from Cumbria, the North East, 
the West Country, the West Midlands 


and some remote parts of the 
Home Counties. 
West Country BNP activists 


descended on northwest London again 
in mid February led by Mike Howson, 
the party’s Midwest regional organiser, 
to give out copies of the party’s nasty 
racist The Londoner leaflet. 

In some cases the visitors’ 
effectiveness was curtailed by their 
inability to read a map. A crew down 
from Leicester for a day last month 
spent much of their time crossing 
through the centre of London on 


their way to Croydon instead Ly oy 'L ®) written in 
"ty 


they got there, they only had ~ 
time to give out afew hundred « 
leaflets and get kicked out ofa © 
local pub by white residents. 
Still unable to 
engage their brains, 
they took the same 
route home. 
Even Nick 
Griffin, the 
party’s leader, 
has scant 
geographical 
knowledge. After inter- 


viewing candidates for Sg 


the BNP’s London 
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village of South Mimms, he made a 
speech in the public bar in which 
he described his childhood in 
nearby Barnet. Writing afterwards 
on his blog, he referred to his 
audience coming from “the 
northern edge of London and this 
part of Essex”. 

One blip in the BNP’s London 
Assembly campaign is the 
Havering council by-election on 20 
March, following the resignation of 
the BNP councillor and convicted 
thug Alan Bailey. Mark Logan, 
whose job it is to regain the 
Gooshays ward seat for the BNP, is 
unhappy at how Jason Douglas, the 
infamous football trouble-maker, is 
running his campaign. His main 
complaint is about at all the 
attention that is, in his opinion, 
being wasted on Richard Barnbrook, 
would-be destroyer of social services in 
Barking and Dagenham (see page 23) 
and BNP mayoral candidate. 

Logan will have the chance to see 
what a real election campaign looks like 
on 16 March when Hope Not Hate hits 
his ward. Throughout London there 
will be an amazing number of different 
activities in which people can take part 
(see pages 18-19). We will have lots of 
new material including updated 
versions of the very popular Hope not 
Hate leaflets. 

The Daily Mirror will print hun- 
dreds of thousands of copies of an 
eight-page supplement 
conjunction 

with Searchlight. It will 

appear in the paper's 
Q London editions and lots 
more copies will be 
distributed across London 
by thousands of 
activists | wherever 
Londoners 
congregate: 


street markets, 

stations, trade 

\ union meetings 

aA and many other 
places. 


Well known stars 
of stage, screen and 
television will add their 


Assembly election list in a late ris i voices to defend our ci 
y CoO Ls ty 
pub in the Hertfordshire —————} from the hate-mongers, 


CONSIDER THIS, 

friendly, happy and s secure. A capital city with a sense of conan ost 
and social inclusiveness. If you would like London to be like this again, then 
support the British National Party, the party that puts local people first, 


Is This What You Really Want? 


supported by people from the main 
political parties, faith groups, trade 
unions, eco-campaigners, musicians and 
sports champions. 

Already in full swing is Searchlight’s 
Welcome campaign. “Welcome the 
stranger you once were” celebrates 
London's diversity, the fact that it is a 
world in one city. It is a city of 
immigrants: one in three Londoners 
was born outside the city. Our campaign 
says let’s be proud of London and 
defend it against the racist BNP who 
wish to divide us. 

The last week of the campaign will 
see the return of the popular Hope not 
Hate bus to the streets of London. 

Our campaign will be part of a broad- 
based effort to register voters by the 
deadline of 16 April and make sure 
everyone who opposes the BNP turns 
out to vote on 1 May. 

You" “can, “keep up ‘to ‘date 
with campaign activities at 
www.hopenothate.org.uk/london. Do 
tell your families, friends and colleagues 
to come and join in. There is something 
for everyone to do and a big welcome 
awaits you. 

If you live in one of the minority of 
boroughs where no activity is listed so 
far, then get in touch and we can work 
with you to get something going. Your 
input and ideas are very important to 
the campaign. 

Every decent Londoner can be a voice 
against the BNP. ~= 


Campaign 


Hope not hate rolls into action 


By Nick Lowles 


THE HOPE NOT HATE campaign 
swings into full gear this month. 
Across the country local anti-BNP 
groups, political parties, faith and 
community organisations are beginning 
their campaigns to raise awareness 
ahead of the May local and London 
elections. 

Searchlight has been attending events 
across the country, providing help and 
advice but also learning from local 
initiatives. Over the past month 
Searchlight organisers have attended 
events in the North East, North West, 
Yorkshire and in the West and East 
Midlands. 

The largest event was held in 
Chester-le-Street, in the North East, 
where over 100 people attended an 
excellent working conference organised 
by the Northern TUC and Unison. 
The BNP got wind of the event and 
organised a pathetic picket outside. 
As one speaker noted, “trust the BNP 
to organise a protest against a 
conference of hope”. 

Most  encouragingly, a large 
proportion of the people present were 
from County Durham, an area where 
we have witnessed a rise in BNP 
activity but where  anti-fascist 
resistance has been traditionally weak. 
A programme of action has been put 
into place and with the strong support 
of the local MPs Phil Wilson and 
Helen Goodman we are confident that 
it will be carried out. 


As this magazine goes to press 
Searchlight Cymru is holding a day 
school in North Wales. 

Searchlight is working with local 
anti-BNP groups to produce material 
for the elections. We are also advising 
the main political parties on how best to 
defeat the BNP. 

Last year this sort of work proved very 
successful. Despite boasting that it 
would emerge with 60 new councillors 
the BNP ended up with a net gain 
of zero. 

One of the highlights of this year’s 
campaign will be another HOPE not 
hate bus tour of the country. Searchlight 
is once again linking up with the Daily 
Mirror with the aim of celebrating 
modern diverse Britain. 

Over 14 days in April our HOPE not 
hate bus will visit locations right across 
the country where it will link up with 
celebrities and local community groups 
making a real difference in their 
neighbourhoods. 

The tour will begin in Liverpool and 
end in London. En route it will take in 
over a dozen locations. Full details of 
this bus tour and how people can get 
involved will be posted on our Hope not 
hate website shortly. 

A considerable amount of work has 
already been done across the country. 
In Stoke-on-Trent over 23,000 anti- 
BNP newsletters were distributed by 
Stoke South Labour Party over the 


Holocaust memorial weekend. 


All aboard to fight the BNP 


In Yorkshire, the Hope not Hate 
group has organised mass leafleting 
sessions in Rotherham and Leeds, with 
other events in Kirklees and Barnsley 
about to take place. 

To assist local campaigns, Searchlight 
will be producing a new range of new 
Hope not Hate material, all of which 
can be viewed on our website. 

We would urge all our readers to get 
involved in the campaign against the 
BNP, either by working with a local 
anti-BNP group or volunteering for 
Searchlight. We can defeat the BNP 
again. ~= 


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 


Got some spare time? Would you like to help Searchlight with its 2008 Hope not 


Hate campaign? 


Searchlight is looking for volunteers. Whether you have computer or databasing 
skills, or enjoy telephone canvassing, filing, stuffing envelopes or 


helping staff Searchlight stalls at events, there is something you 
(er-] pe (om Coe at -1| op 


If you would like to become a Searchlight volunteer, please contact 
Cathy on 020 7681 8660 or email her at cathy@stopthebnp.org.uk. 


Be part of the exciting Hope not Hate team 


£10,000 to defeat the BNP E 


PLEASE SUPPORT SEARCHLIGHT’S HOPE NOT HATE CAMPAIGN 


TO SEE Searchlight’s plans turned into reality we need your support. We need you to get 
involved in our campaigns around the country and we need the money to fund them. 


To achieve everything we want to achieve we have to raise £10,000 on top of the money 
we raise from national unions and grant funders over the next four weeks. This will help 
us pay for more local leaflets for more areas. It will help us pay for the phone calls that will 
help identify the anti-BNP voters and make sure they vote on the day, and it will help us 
begin to develop longer-term community development work. 


Here’s how your money can be spent: 


1) 
£10 can pay for an evening's telephone canvassing by one person PO 
a8 
£25 can pay for 200 direct mail letters to identified anti-BNP voters in key wards- Boxer Amir Khan 
EiU) o)ofolarcte elu g 
PAOlOV A ale) oli ale) s 
Hate campaign 


£50 can pay for 2,500 leaflets 
£100 can pay for 1,000 campaign badges 
£250 can pay for a full-colour ward leaflet 
£500 can pay for 6,000 Hope not Hate balloons 


£1,000 can pay for a newspaper advert 


Every penny raised will go straight to our campaign fund. The more we raise, the more 
we can do. The more we do, the more we can stop the BNP. The more we stop the BNP, 


the better life will be. It’s that simple. eakesmsinlen dag 
newspapers were 
deli d 

TOGETHER WE CAN BEAT THE BNP oa nwa 


! would like to support the Hope Not Hate campaign 


lenclosea£ donation towards the campaign. (cheques/PO to Searchlight) 
Name 
Address 
Postcode 
Email Telephone 


Please return this form to Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 


AWEEKEND OF HOPE 


Searchlight is putting on a Weekend of Hope over the 
weekend of 14-16 March. During these three days we are 


Westminister 

@ Friday, 14 March 

Victoria Street 4pm - 6pm (outside 
Sainsbury's supermarket) 

@ Sunday, 16 March 

St Patrick's Day Parade 12pm, Hyde Park 


organising dozens of events across the capital to promote Brent Corner (meeting point to be arranged). 
our HOPE not Hate message. @ Saturday, y 
Some will be big mobilisations, others will be smaller but 15 March Barnet 
equally important events. bn AiSath @ Saturday, 15March 
The vast majority of Londoners reject the BNP’s message 10am - 12pm Le Te 
: Green Tube Budaens. East 23! 
of hate but our voice all too often gets drowned out by the a y \ 
doom merchants in the media and the BNP. Our Harrow Finchley _d % 
aati of Hope is a chance for the silent majority to get echaxwepia LE ‘ 
a: : for details y ‘ ; 
Searchlight is teaming up with the Daily y \ | 
Mirror to produce a special London << ‘ Barnet 
supplement. Packed with celebrity y i, 
endorsements and hard-hitting anti-BNP \ Re 4 
material, it will launch our campaign in the \ ¢ ii 
capital. \ \ Harrow 7 » 
We hope you will join an existing event or | \ Pi { 
even consider organising your own local ( \ \ as y 
activity. Searchlight is building up a bank of X \ ; 
activists across London who can help you in \ \ 
organising an event. } - a os Brent Camden 
London is the greatest city on earth and Hillingdon an iy Ni pads 
much of this is down to its diverse Vi i Ly 
communities. Let’s defend ‘our’ London : Na 
against the racist BNP. Ealing \ X 4 Ccce i 
Hammersmith > 
Haringey j oo wham Kensinton 
@ Friday, 14 March Seven Sisters Tube } Stn, ~ 
5pm - 7pm (High Road entrance) | XG 
@ Saturday, 15 March | 
Wood Green Shopping Centre =. Vounslow 
(meet Wood Green tube 10.30am) 
®@ Sunday, 16 March Ealin 
10.30am - 1pm Crouch End, 9 _ Richmond { 
outside Budgens @ Check website \_ % 
for details 7 
Hammersmith and Fulham Hounslow | \ 7 
@ Check website for details @ Check website | \ Merton 
for details | / 
City of London ey —) 
@ Friday 14 March Kensington and Richmond upon 
7.30am Liverpool Street Chelsea Thames x 
station (Bishopsgate entrance) @ Saturday, 15 March @ Saturday, 15 March > X 
- ‘ . . ‘ Sutton 
@ Friday 14 March 11am - 1pm outside Richmond station / 7 ; 
spe Liverpool Street station eae Ladbroke 10am 71405} Kingston \ | 
(Bishopsgate entrance) @ Check ce | 
website ‘oy NX 
Camden I for details ~~ x 


@ Friday, 14 March 10 -12 Chalton Street Market nr Kings Cross 


@ Friday, 14 March University of London Students Union, 
Malet Street 12pm - 3pm Loy 


@ Friday 14 March 5pm Euston train station 
(meet outside the Ibis hotel, 3 Cardington Street) 


@ Saturday 15 March 10 - 12 Sainsburys, Camden Rd 
@ Saturday 15 March 2 - 4pm Kilburn, Primark 
@ Sunday, 16 March 12 - 2pm Budgens, Chalk Farm 


Lambeth 

@ Friday, 14 March 

Brixton Tube 5 - 7pm 

@ Saturday, 15 March Brixton 
Market (meet 10.30am 
Brixton tube station) 


Enfield 

@ Friday, 14 March Middlesex 
University Enfield campus Queensway 
Enfield Middlesex EN3 4SA. 12pm- 
3pm (meeting point to be arranged) 
@ Friday 14 March 7.30am Enfield 


Waltham Forest 


@ Saturday, 

16 February 
Walthamstow 
Market (meet 10am 


Barking & Dagenham 


@ Saturday, 15 March 
10.30am - 4pm, Labour Halls, Tenterden 
Road, (off Green Lane), Dagenham 


Town train station 


Walthamstow 


a Central tube seven Redbridge 
station) @ Sunday, 16 March @ Saturday, 15 March 
10.30am Harold Wood 10.30.am to 2.pm. Ilford High 
Newham station. This event is Road Shopping Precinct 
@ Friday, 14 March Stratford Station supported by (outside the Exchange 
@ Saturday, 15 March Redbridge and Epping shopping mall) 
Enfield Stratford Shopping Mall & Forest Together. @ Saturday, 15 March 
Green St Market (meet 2.30 pm - 4.30 pm. 
y 10.30am Stratford train Campaigning in Ilford South. 
: station) Meet Ilford High Road 
, fy Shopping Precinct (outside 
| \ / the Exchange shopping mall) 
/ 
Waltham i Hackney 
naa: esi \ eee th ) @ Saturday, 15 March 
\ ae Ridley Road Market 
: mn ls, Havering (Meet 10am Dalston 
Nei \ ‘ \ Kingsland train 
a \ J \ station) 
{ Barking and 
rate ee % Dagenham , 
7 Tower Hamlets 


Tower Hamlets @ Saturday, 15 March 


Whitechapel market (meet 10am 
Whitechapel tube) 

@ Sunday, 16 March 

Brick Lane and Spitalfields 

j markets (meet 10am Bangla City 
» | {Greenwich le supermarket car park, Brick Lane) 


. 
y i 


} Southwark ~~ 
‘ | 


\ 


uy Greenwich 
ee Me | @ Saturday, 15 March 

NON ’ Woolwich Market (meet 10am Woolwich Arsenal 
\ . ) train station) 
b, eimai, @ Saturday, 15 March 

| » Meeting Point 12 noon - 3pm Passey Place (Stall) 
@ Sunday, 16 March 


| Meeting point 12 noon - 3pm. Yorkshire Grey 
\ i (Mcdonalds) Leafleting Middlepark area 


; Lambeth » Lewisham 


yf \ x ‘ ; Bexley 
| 


Bromley 


\ Croydon Lewisham 


\ * a @ Check website 
\ \ _ for details 


Southwark 

@ Saturday, 15 March 
Borough Market (meet 10am 
London bridge tube, Borough 


Croydon High Road entrance) 


\ \ Bi @ Friday, 14 March 
a x East Croydon station 5pm —- 7pm 


If you would like to order bulk copies of the 
Searchlight Daily Mirror special London 
supplement to deliver in your community or 
workplace, or you would like to organise an 


Islington 

@ Friday, 14 March Angel Tube station 55m - 7pm 

@ Saturday, 15 March Angel Tube station 11am - 1pm 
@ Sunday, 16 March Angel Tube station 1pm — 3pm 


activity in your own area, then please email me 
at nick@stopthebnp.org.uk. 


‘Baseline antisemitism in Britain still rising 


By David Williams 


THE NUMBER OF antisemitic incidents 
reported in 2007 was the second 
highest since the Community Security 
Trust (CST) started recording them in 
1984, a new report says. 

Once again the CST’s annual 
antisemitic incidents report makes for 
disturbing reading. The CST, which 
advises and represents the Jewish 
community on matters of 
antisemitism, terrorism, policing and 
security, recorded 547 antisemitic 
incidents last year. Although this is 
fewer than the 2006 peak when, 
against the backdrop of Israel’s 
invasion of Lebanon, 594 incidents 
were recorded, the fall is not enough 
to alter the long-term trend of 
growing antisemitism in Britain. 

Indeed the number of violent 
antisemitic incidents, at 114, was the 
highest ever recorded by the CST. 
Violent assaults against Jews was the 
only category of incident that 
increased compared to 2006 and in 
2007 made up 21% of total incidents, 
up from 13% in 2002. 

In at least six incidents the victim 
was hospitalised. One was so severe as 
to be classified as “extreme violence’. 
The victim was an elderly rabbi in 
northeast England who was knocked 
down by a car driver who deliberately 
“mounted the pavement at speed, 
knocked him over, then reversed and 
tried to run him over again”. The driver 
has not been identified. 

The 62 recorded incidents of damage 
and desecration and 328 incidents of 
abusive behaviour were respectively 
11% and 10% lower than in 2006. 

The worst month was September 
2007 which included the festivals of 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, when 
relatively large numbers of Jewish 
people walk to and from synagogue. 
Of the 78 incidents during the month, 
the fourth highest monthly total on 
record, 35 occurred during these High 
Holy Days. 

The victims of these incidents came 
from across the spectrum of the 
Jewish community, male and female, 
young and old, from Orthodox to 
secular, and from. the largest 


communities to small isolated ones. 
However visibly Jewish people, school 
children and students, including six in 


the direct context of political 
campaigning on campus, were 
disproportionately the targets of 
assault and abuse. Synagogues 
remained a_ lightening rod _ for 
antisemitic vandalism and attacks on 
their congregants. 

In one particularly alarming incident 
a group of Jewish school children 
visiting the Holocaust section of a 
London museum were abused by 
three soldiers from the British Army 
who made antisemitic comments to 
them including “Heil Hitler” The abuse 
was reported to the Army which 
promised to investigate. The CST 
report details many, many more such 
depressing instances of abuse. 

Just who is responsible for such an 
appalling litany of abuse and assault is 
difficult to gauge, particularly as in 
many of the reported incidents the 
perpetrator is unknown. However, in 
the 243 incidents where a physical 
description was available, the CST, 
using the same classification system as 
the Metropolitan Police Service, 
compiled the following data to show 
that antisemitism knows no colour 
bar: 129 were white; 15 east European; 
27 black; 52 Asian and 14 of Arab 
appearance. CST analysis shows that 
the proportion of identified black and 
Asian perpetrators partly reflects 
trigger events related to the Middle 
East in any year. 


oe Wy 
wn i 


r 


Assessing the motive is even more 
difficult. Many are opportunist but the 
CST believes at least 36% to be 
premeditated. In 2007, 46 of reported 
incidents made direct reference to 
Israel and the Middle East, down from 
106 the previous year when the trigger 
event of Israel's war against Hezbollah 
in Lebanon precipitated the largest 
spike in incidents ever recorded by the 
CST. The war, when 134 antisemitic 
incidents were recorded in the UK 
during the 34 days of fighting, was the 
single most important reason for the 
record number of incidents in 2006, 
the CST says. 

The fact that there was no obvious 
trigger event in 2007 may also indicate, 
observes the CST, that the total of 547 
antisemitic incidents represents a 
“baseline level of antisemitism in the 
UK”. The CST believes that the frequent 
trigger events in recent years have 
caused the baseline level to rise 
gradually instead of falling back to its 
original level after each spike. 

Antisemitic discourse has continued 
to evolve to reflect a melding of anti- 
Zionist and Nazi themes so that far-right 
references are no longer the preserve of 
nazis any more than _anti-Zionist 
antisemitism is no longer the preserve 
of Muslim or Arab perpetrators. ~<a 


M@ You can read the full CST report at 
www. thecst.org.uk/index.cfm?content=7. 


picture: David Hoffman 
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The wind of change 


by Matthew Collins 


Having failed to get my copy into my 
editor in time for last month’s bumper 
issue, I was unable to relay to you how 
Simon Darby, the British National 
Party’s deputy leader, was “awoken by 
strong wind” during January. So glad I 
can now oblige, though a little late. 

The BNP’s London mayoral 
candidate Richard “Dicky” Barnbrook 
(as he is unaffectionately known in the 
Barking and Dagenham council 
chamber) has been trying to create a 
furore over a request by the council last 
month that he stops “removing graffiti” 
in the borough. 

Dicky relayed this request to Darby 
who duly reported it on his blog. Just to 
clarify before there is any confusion or 
misleading information, —_ council 
officials stumbled upon Dicky and a 
friend in the middle of the afternoon 
(when Dicky normally does his “jolly 
japes”) painting a piece of council 
property battleship grey, up to head 
height, thereby removing any evidence, 
such as tags, that could lead to the 
identification and prosecution of graffiti 
vandals. Furthermore, it will cost the 
council an estimated £2,000 to repaint 
the wall in green, the property’s original 


Blown away: Simon Darby 


colour. What a thoroughly expensive 
“Jolly jape” that is for the council 
taxpayer. 

Elsewhere, Martin Wingfield, he who 
edits the BNP’s monthly Freedom 
newspaper, seems to have slowed down 
his usually prolific and _ repetitive 
blogging. “Wingers” was one of my 
favourite former racial comrades and 
nag tipsters — not that I ever managed 
actually to profit from any of the tips 


from the former betting shop manager. 

Martin’s most recent form guide 
concluded that the three “BNP wives” 
who appeared in the excellent Sky TV 
programme of the same name, were 
“fine ambassadors for the BNP”. For the 
first time in years I actually concurred 
with him. First, we had the delight of 
Lynne Mozar from Surrey, the 
“accidental Mrs Slocombe” with her 
feline obsessions and foul mouth, 
closely followed by Suzy Cass 
massaging her husband, the former 
BNP party manager Nick Cass, in their 
living room, not long after he had lifted 


, copious quantities of unsold books by a 


Nazi apologist that somehow just 
seemed to be lying around the Cass 
household. And last but by no means 
least, Rotherham’s very own Marlene 
Guest, the lonely harridan and poet 
who, after reading a few manuals by 
Holocaust deniers, concluded that the 
Holocaust did do some good as it 
helped advance plastic surgery. Martin, 
you're absolutely right. We'll be using 
this material for months, if not years to 
come. It’s been your best tip in ages. 

Often on these pages I have reported 
on the humorous and alcohol fuelled 
goings-on of the — minuscule 
Tyndall/Hitler worshipers currently 
calling themselves the British People’s 
Party. Traditionally, if theyre not 
getting beaten up at Gay Pride marches 
or urinating on each other’s furniture, 
they're splitting off into factions not 
long after all the membership monies 
have been collected. Yorkshire nazi 
Eddy Morrison has long been their 
mentor, quite a good if not politically 
flawed one, when he could control his 
urges to go off on excessive drinking 
binges. 

Eddy has in his later years often 
wondered aloud why it is that he has not 
achieved greater status in the 
“movement”. Like most tin-pot leaders, 
Eddy does not even have the proverbial 
pot that the likes of Griffin and Tyndall 
have had. On 25 November last year, 
from the great heights of his tower 
block bunker in Leeds, he wrote how 
some people were “hanging back” 
from paying the extraordinarily cheap 
£35 life membership fee for the party. 
On 27 December he announced that 
he had once more withdrawn (“again 
you will say!”) to concentrate on 
studying “White Nationalist philos- 
ophy”. It must be interesting stuff I’m 
sure, but he did promise to keep his blog 
updated with his musings and findings 
from his studies. On 5 January this year 
he wrote that he had a cold and since 
then we've heard nothing. << 


Home news 


Council Watch 


Each month Sonia Gable looks at the performance and activities of 


British National Party councillors around the country. 


If you havea story, leaflet or newspaper report about BNP councillors please send it to 
Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, |G5 ONG or email it to editors@searchlightmagazine.com 


Falling like ninepins 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL 
PARTY lost another councillor last 
month, the ninth to go since last May’s 
elections. Alan Bailey (pictured), the 
BNP’s sole councillor in the northeast 
London borough of Havering, resigned 
his seat, claiming that his increasing 
council workload kept him away from 
his young children. 

Bailey, who was elected in May 2006 
in Gooshays ward, Harold Hill, had 
only attended just over half the area 
committee meetings during his period 
in office, though he did turn up at 10 
out of 12 council meetings. 

During his election campaign Bailey 
presented himself as a wholesome 
family man but like so many BNP 
activists he was just a thug. He pleaded 
guilty at Havering Magistrates’ Court to 
a violent unprovoked assault on a man 
in February 2004 for which he was 
fined. 

In December the BNP’s London 
website highlighted Havering as a place 
where the party’s support was increasing 
“enormously” and said it was looking to 
gain more councillors at the next local 


elections in 2010. 

The BNP’s can- % 
didate in the 
resultant by-election 
on 20 March is Mark 
Logan, a construction contracts 
manager who handed over a cheque 
for £1,000 to Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, at a fundraising meet- /: 
ing last September. 

A recent recruit to the BNP, 
Logan is a former Havering | 
Conservative councillor and a /“ 
member of Havering Youth Offending 
Team's volunteer panel. He stood as an 
independent candidate in St Andrews 
ward in May 2006 before joining the 
BNP and contesting a by-election for 
the party in the same ward in June 2007. 

Logan faces a strong Conservative 
challenge. Rumour has it that his 
campaign has run into a bit of trouble 
over getting leaflets produced and BNP 
organisers are reluctant to divert their 
troops from Richard Barnbrook’s 
campaign to win a seat on the London 
Assembly. 

Bailey’s resignation leaves the BNP 


with 42 councillors com- 
pared to the 50 it had 
immediately after the 
May 2007 elections. 

Four former BNP 
councillors now sit 
as independents — 
Mark |) “eatin 
Stoke-on-Trent, 
Simon Smith in 
Sandwell, 

Geoffrey Wallace 
in Calderdale and 
Sadie Graham in Broxtowe, one of the 
leading BNP rebels. 

Two further councillors have publicly 
thrown in their lot with the rebels — 
Chris Beverley in Leeds and Graham 
Partner in North West Leicestershire — 
although they still describe themselves 
as BNP on their council websites. 

James Lloyd was booted off 
Sandwell council for not attending any 
meetings in six months. And Terry 
Farr resigned from Epping Forest 
District Council last July, though the 
BNP regained the seat in the by- 
election that followed. 


BNP loses Burnley election result challenge 


THE BNP’S HOPES of gaining another 
councillor in Burnley were shattered 
when the High Court threw out a 
challenge by four voters to the result 
in Rosegrove and Lowerhouse ward 
in May 2007. 

Labour's Paul Reynolds had been 
declared the winner after he and 
John Rowe, the BNP candidate, 
received an equal number of votes 
and they tossed a coin. 

Mr Justice Tugendhat and Mr 
Justice Blake ruled that a disputed 
ballot paper, which showed a 
diagonal mark in the wrong column 
of the ballot paper beside Reynolds's 
name, was a valid vote. 


Adrian Davies, the BNP’s regular 
barrister who acted for the four 
petitioners, argued that the 
disputed vote was “void for 
uncertainty” and Rowe should be 
declared the winner. But Guy 
Vassall-Adams, for Reynolds, said 
the mark on the ballot paper 
showed “a clear intention” to vote 
for the Labour candidate. 

The judges ordered the four to pay 
£10,000 in legal costs run up by Cllr 
Reynolds, and a further £20,000 
incurred by Steve Rumbelow, 
Burnley Council's chief executive 
and returning officer, whom they 
also challenged. 


It is unlikely that the BNP will help 
out. When Sharon Ebanks defended 
an election result in Birmingham in 
2006, which incorrectly declared 
her as the winner which would have 
made her the BNP’s | first 
Birmingham councillor, the BNP 
refused to hand over money it had 
apparently raised to cover the 
£5,000 of costs awarded against 
her. When she made a fuss the party 
expelled her. 

Gerald Shamash, solicitor for Cllr 
Reynolds who also acted in the 
Ebanks case, said the costs order 
would be enforced against the 
petitioners. 


= RICHARD BARNBROOK’S 
k group of 12 BNP 
F councillors in Barking 
and Dagenham _ have 
m called for a cut of £2 
million in spending on 
™ services for older persons, 
equivalent to five hours a 
week home care for 115 
people in the community. 

In their first opposition budget 
since their election - last year 
they were too ignorant to 
propose one - they also 
proposed a cut of £5.3 million in 
children’s services, which the 
council's Chief Financial Officer 
said would put vulnerable 
children and young people at risk 
and prevent the council from 


Pensioners lose in BNP budget 


gaining an “excellent” rating. 
There were also substantial cuts 
in refuse collection, sports 
facilities and maintenance and 
policing of the borough's parks. 

The BNP always claims to 
champion Britain’s pensioners, 
but the actions of its largest 
council group show that the BNP 
would betray those whom it tries 
to hoodwink into voting for the 
party. 

The BNP’s proposed cut in 
spending on parking services 
would require the council to 
impose more parking’ fines, 
according to the Chief Financial 
Officer, a process that the BNP 
has argued is illegal under the 
1689 Bill of Rights. 


Two-seat parish councillor goes too 


THE BNP COUNCILLOR who 
hosted the party’s Red, White and 
Blue festival last year has resigned his 
two East Midlands parish council 
seats just ten months after being 
elected. Alan Warner stepped down 
from Heanor and Loscoe town 
council and Denby parish council at 
the start of February saying both roles 
were a waste of his time. 

“I wasnt getting any cooperation 
from the councillors in Heanor and 
nobody spoke to me at the meetings” 
he said. “I just started to think T’m 
wasting my time here’. 

“The parish and town councils have 
no power whatsoever.” 

The truth is somewhat different. 
Warner was only the latest in a long 
line of BNP “do-nothing” councillors. 
Paul Jones, the mayor of Heanor and 
Loscoe, pointed out that Warner 
“never indicated a desire to speak at 
any of the four out of ten meetings he 
attended. The only time he spoke was 
when the Red, White and Blue 
festival was going ahead on his land. 

“He raised the issue that we have no 
power, so why did he stand in the first 
place to make a difference?” 

Warner owns the field where last 
years BNP Red, White and Blue 
festival was held and says this year’s 
event will return there and double in 
size to cover an area of 35 football 
pitches. When the crisis in the BNP 
broke in December, Warner at first 


supported the rebels but soon 
changed his mind. 

Residents of Denby think the BNP 
festival is unsuitable for the area and 
are campaigning to stop it. Brian 
Bentley, 76, said: “We had a lot of 
noise last year and a lot of people 
from the festival left the site and were 
just walking around the village 
drinking.” 

John Lumsden, who lives opposite 
the field, said: “The people who 
caused the main problems were the 
organisers who stayed up all night 
having large karaoke parties”. 

Amber Valley MP Judy Mallaber 
backed the residents’ comments, 
saying she would “strongly support 
the campaigners in stopping the 
festival coming back”. 

She said: “Several residents moved 
away for the weekend last year because 
they were so frightened. One family 
moved out because they didn't want 
their children to be there. Many of the 
residents’ fears came true. Kids 
brought glass bottles on to fields 
where horses were kept, and there was 
a loud firework display which made 
the horses bolt. The festival does the 
area's reputation no good whatsoever.” 

Warner appeared to think his 
former council seats were secure for 
the BNP. “Someone else from the 
party will stand in my place straight 
away. I’m assuming the party will put 
someone forward for the position.” 


(@oliraveiive) matey: 
welcome at 
Holocaust service 


A BNP COUNCILLOR in 
eyelaeiare) clare! 
Dagenham risked 
expulsion from his 

fey aay, Va aiureriiare 
Nick Griffin, the 

BNP leader. 

Cllr Robert 
Bailey (pictured), ’ 
deputy leader of the 
BNP group on the 
council, was upset at 
being asked to stay away 
from a service marking National 
Holocaust Memorial Day. Cllr Bailey 
defied the request by Cllr Charles 
Fairbrass, leader of Barking and 
'By-Yoi=1a) at-1ann @ole aval] Mr-lavonr-)uu-iare( 10] 
with his BNP colleague Cllr Lawrence 
Rustem. 

Cllr Fairbrass said he had written t 
Cllr Bailey saying it would be 
“inappropriate” for him to attend 
because the BNP leader denies the 
Holocaust ever happened. 

When Griffin was tried on race hate 
charges in 1998 he famously said in 
his defence: “| am well aware that the 
fol ad avoyeloy-acoy olf aiolaudar-vacipqianliii (oa) 
Jews were gassed and cremated and 
turned into lampshades. Orthodox 
opinion also once held that the world 
is flat ... | have reached the 
conclusion that the ‘extermination’ 
tale is a mixture of Allied wartime 
fe) ge) of-lerelater-pico4uccinatcl Wa olgeyilt-] olan ich 
and latter witch-hysteria.’ 

Cllr Bailey said he did not support 
Griffin's views. “What Mr Griffin speaks 
is for himself. He doesn't speak for the 
party. If he said those things in the 
past, that’s up to him.’ Bailey went on 
ice} F-llagidarciendal=a5]\ ic atcryiacey ele) i(@yae)a) 
the Holocaust. 

In fact the BNP does have a policy 
on the Holocaust, which is to play it 
down. Last November Ken Booth, the 
feoyeianvact \Celaday st-baeiccrel(e)ar-l/e]cer-lal aig 
objected to a trip by school children 
to Auschwitz. Refusing to 
acknowledge the authenticity of the 
preserved buildings at the Nazi death 
camp, Booth attacked Auschwitz as a 
money-making venture, saying “it’s 
become a Disneyland equivalent’. 

Cilia giascsiecriie sca Eee iecis 
that he only believes the Holocaust 
happened because, “| believe what 
the law says | must believe’. 
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BNP harvests another —Resuits 
f | ti f il 31 January 
CrOp OT ELECTION TAUFES —Lickhitt ward, caine Tc 
. ate Party Votes % 
ROBERT BAGGS, Wiltshire BNP activist, Lib Gem 278 35.1 
was disappointed to receive only 84 votes in - 
a by-election to Calne Town Council. “Tf all Conservative 256 32.4 
of the support we had received across the UKIP 150 19.0 
ward whilst campaigning had been BNP 84 10.6 
converted into votes we would have done so Green 23 2.9 
much better,” moaned the keen supporter of 
fox hunting, trying to talk up a pathetic 
result for a town where the BNP has been  7February 
active for some while. Upper Beeding PC 
Calne is one of two Wiltshire towns where Party Votes % 
the BNP has run “community safety patrols”. Independent 297 38.6 
Michael Howson, the party’s Mid ie BNP 277 36.0 
regional organiser, recently promoted to 
Young BNP leader despite his noted joes eens iS ao 
age, claims they have been instrumental in 
preventing crime in the area. The police do 7 February 
not agree. “The view of local officers is that Victoria ward, Wyre BC 
they have not,” Wiltshire Constabulary told Party Votes % 
Searchlight last year. Clearly voters are Conservative 769 51.9 
equally unimpressed. Cee aa9gStCO 
"The BNP. did better in an election for a ee 
Upper Beeding Parish Council the following eee 22218 
| El 


week, though not well enough. Despite a 
two-page fawning article about her in the 
Daily Mail, which dubbed her the BNP’s 14 February 
“blonde bombshell”, she failed to win the by- Stretton ward, East Staffordshire 
election that the BNP had insisted on calling. DC 

Bailey had tried to get herself coopted onto _ Party Votes % 


the same parish council last September and — Cgnservative 661 36.9 
again in November but on both occasions was [gbour 366 20.4 
turned down after a vote. She claimed that | jj 3-555 apo) 

; : : BNP 327 18.2 
the parish councillors had been blinded by | 
her BNP membership. Perhaps she will now Popular Alliance 233 13.0 
get the message: no one wants the BNP. Lib Dem 205 11.4 


James Clayton standing in Cleveleys for 
Wyre Borough Council, which takes in the area north of Blackpool, did not benefit 
from Daily Mail coverage or indeed much support from his own party. Although the 
18-year-old beat the UK Independence Party candidate, an achievement that 
the BNP normally celebrates, his vote was nothing to write home about, which is 
probably why the BNP website ignored it. Apparently he intends to try again in May. 

Voters in Burton upon Trent also rejected the BNP, represented by Clive Jones, in an 
election where the right-wing vote was split between the BNP and the Popular Alliance, 
an anti-EU party consisting mostly of former members of the UKIP and Robert Kilroy- 
Silk’s Veritas. 


Homme news 


Nazi terror tactics 
THE JEWISH manager of 
Chelsea Football Club received 
antisemitic death threats last 
month in a package containing 
a white powder. The letter to 
Avram Grant claimed the 
powder was lethal and said: 
“You are a_ back-stabbing 
Jewish b******, When you 
open this letter you will die a 
very slow and painful death.” 
The powder turned out to be 
harmless but Grant revealed 
that since becoming manager 
last September he had 
received dozens of antisemitic 
emails and letters from people 
claiming to be Chelsea fans. 
Many of the emails had been 
copied to Roman Abramovich, 
the club’s Russian owner, who 
is also Jewish. 

Chelsea FC used to have a 
strong nazi following in the 
Chelsea Headhunters, a group 
of hooligans linked to the 
nazi terror group Combat 18. 
Two of the group's leading 
members, Jason Marriner 
and Andrew Frain, were 
imprisoned in December 2000 
for planning violence at a 
football match and trying to 
disrupt a march through 
London to commemorate 
Bloody Sunday. Frain, a violent 
thug with over 35 convictions, 
has also been associated with 
the National Front and BNP. 
Frain was sent back to prison 
in 2006 after being found 
guilty of witness intimidation 
in East Anglia. Marriner has 
gone on to write a book 
and maintain his own blog. 
His political views appear to 
have changed little. 


Colca a\s) =) @calcarelal(er-lals 


THE BNP TAKES great pains to state that it is “not 
associated” with the Association of British Ex-Service 
Personnel, while telling readers of its website that “we do 
support everything they stand for’. 

Asso often, the BNP protests too much. ABEX used to be 
a “BNP circle’ but was relaunched last year as an 


“independent” organisation. Its website is run by Simon 
efelaarciae cisiNimrvelth 7a la @elganii-)| clare crjeeicocy ae) (0 pela cies 
such as “Captain Pugwash’, “Corporal Jones’, “Wing 
Commander Biggles’ and “Private Norman D Landings’. 


ABEX has had occasional success in hoodwinking the 


media that it was a genuine ex-service organisation 
though was exposed in the Daily Mirror last September 
as a BNP front group that was trying to con families of 
dead soldiers out of cash. 

Cash was also the reason why the BNP was promoting 
the organisation last month under the headline “Abex 
needs you’. ABEX is currently soliciting donations 
towards the “Major Robert Perkins Memorial Fund”. 
Who he? Well according to the Abex website, the 53- 
year-old BNP organiser for Plymouth had recently retired 
from the Army and “was to play a key role within ABEX”. 
The memorial is likely to take the form of “a bench and 
plaque placed in one of Robbie's favourite places’. 


International 
roundup 


EU: Far-right parties in new unity bid 


FAR-RIGHT POLITICAL leaders from four 
EU states have unveiled plans for a pan- 
European “patriotic” party. The heads of parties 
from Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria and France 
claimed at a press conference in Vienna in 
late January that their aim was to defend 
Europe against “Islamisation” and immigrants. 
They said the party would be ready to launch by 
15 November. 

This new move to bring rival far-right groups 
together comes only months after the collapse of 
the Identity, Tradition and Sovereignty bloc, 
which brought together far-right MEPs from 
six member states and dissolved in 
embarrassment in November after its Italian 
and Romanian members traded public insults. 

The leaders of Austria Freedom Party, 
Belgium’s Vlaams Belang, Bulgaria’s Ataka and 
the French Front National (FN) declared that 
their new party would be a counter-balance to 
other political forces in Europe. Heinz-Christian 


Strache of the Freedom Party said that 
“Irresponsible mass immigration to Europe from 
outside Europe due to irresponsible politicians 
... is the problem,” adding, “We say: patriots of 
all the countries of Europe, unite! Because only 
together will we solve our problems.” 

Jean-Marie Le Pen, leader of the FM, was far 
less upbeat, commenting, “It’s not necessary to 
hope in order to try”. 

The far-rightists need support from at least 
20 MEPs from six member states to launch the 
group, which might be called the European 
Patriotic Party or European Freedom Party, but 
Strache says the objective is to have more than 
ten parties as members and ideally one party 
from each EU state”. 

Which parties he will persuade to join and 
how long they would remain united remains to 
be seen. Le Pen who has seen at least three 
previous “unity” initiatives end in tears will 
certainly not be holding his breath. 


Nazis laid wreaths at the 
Day of Honour rally 


‘ 
ed 


THE TWO MAIN far-right parties in the French- 
speaking region of Belgium have reunited, leaving the 
openly fascist Identitaire groups marginalised. 

The Front Nouveau de Belgique (FNB) was founded by 
Marguerite Bastien, a judge, in 1996 as a breakaway from the 
Front National (FN). Because of Daniel Féret’s incompetent 
and lacklustre leadership of the FN, and legal problems that 
led to him to being banned from contesting elections, both 
parties drifted to the margins of Belgian politics. 

In the June 2007 general election the FNB, now led by 
Francois-Xavier Robert (pictured), reached an agreement 
with Identitaire groups including Mouvement Nation (led 
by the nazi Hervé van Laethem), the racist Terre et Peuple 
(a branch of the French movement of the same name) and 
the Catholic fundamentalist group Belgique et Chrétienté. 
The result was a pathetic 0.14% of the national vote. 

Soon after this, in September 2007, Féret was ousted from 
the FN presidency and replaced by the state senator Michel 
Delacroix, who enjoys the support of the French F'N leader 
Jean-Marie Le Pen. Féret gone, there was no longer any 


HUNGARY: Nazis rally in Budapest square 


Two thousand nazis from Hungary and abroad staged their annual so-called 
Day of Honour rally in Budapest city centre on 9 February. The rally, which 
commemorates the attempt by German and Hungarian troops to break out of 
the besieged Hungarian capital in February 1945, has become a major event in 
the international extremist calendar. 

Organised by Janos Domokos, a leader of the outlawed Blood and Honour, 
the mob of mostly boneheads from Hungary, Germany and European countries, 
lined up in a military-style formation on Heroes Square and erected a wooden 
cross displaying the words “Blood and Honour”. Hundreds of anti-fascists 
protested nearby. 

The rally, at which one of the speakers was the British nazi Stephen Swinfen, 
took place only days after police arrested two youths for daubing Jewish 
gravestones with fascist symbols in Kaposvar in southwest Hungary. 

Right-wing extremists have also been involved in petrol bomb attacks against 
MPs of the Hungarian Socialist Party. Albert Takacs, the Minister of Justice, 
stated on 9 February that the homes of five MPs had been firebombed. 


Belgium: Walloon extreme right reunifies 


reason for the mutual hostility that had divided the FN and 
FNB and it was not long before talks opened between them 
with a view to reunification of the extreme right in 
Wallonia. 

The FNB has now ceased independent activity and will 
exist merely as a faction within the FN. The FNB’s Le 
Bastion has become the magazine of the new FN under the 
editorship of Patrick Sessler, a seasoned fascist. According to 
the anti-fascist magazine Résistances, this is a 
serious blow to the Identity movement, ur 
which has become more marginalised 
than ever. 

The reunification remains incomplete, 
however, because two FN officials, the ' 
MP Patrick Cocriamont and Daniel 
Leskens, a former nazi, are planning to 
launch a rival party. 


= From Jean-Yves Camus 
in Paris 


International 


Karl Pfeifer reports 


ELECTIONS IN GRAZ, Austria’s second 
largest city, seldom make 
international headlines but that 
changed in January when Susanne 
Winter, the leading candidate for the 
extreme-right Freedom Party (FPO), 
publicly denounced Islam. 

Graz, capital of the province of 
Steiermark in southeast Austria, is an 
important rail and industrial centre 
with 290,000 inhabitants. It was once 
such a stronghold of the Nazi Party, 
which was especially influential 
among the city’s students and 
intellectuals, that Hitler “honoured” 
the city. 

After the liberation of Austria, Graz 
again became a centre of science, 
research and culture and. did _ its 
utmost to shake off its tarnished 
image. With four universities and other 
higher educational establishments, 
Graz has thousands of students. 
Among them at least the influence of 
the FPO has waned over the past 30 
years. 

In 2001 the city council decided to 
make Graz a “City of Human Rights”. 
The move, which requires human 
rights to be considered in all municipal 
legislation, gained recognition from 
the United Nations. In 2003 Graz was 
named the European City of Culture 
and attracted over 2.5 million visitors 
to enjoy its cultural facilities and 
events. 

Graz prides itself for continuing to 
be a “place of international encounter 
and intercultural and inter-religious 
dialogue”. Winter, the local FPO leader, 
demonstrated her own view of inter- 
religious dialogue when she said at a 
rally on 13 January that the Muslim 
Prophet Muhammad wrote the Koran 
while having “epileptic fits” and that 
his marriage allegedly to a six-year-old 
girl would make him a “paedophile in 
today's system”. Calling the Prophet 
Muhammad a_ paedophile is a 
common nazi slur and adopting it 
indicates the nature and source of her 
ideas. 

Winter went on to demand that 
Islam be “thrown back where it came 
from, beyond the Mediterranean Sea” 
and claimed that Graz is facing a 
“tsunami of Muslim immigration” 
which in 20 or 30 years would result in 


half of Austria’s population 
being Muslim. Winter later 
tried to justify her outbursts 
by declaring in the newspaper 
Osterreich (Austria) that “there 
is widespread child abuse by 
Muslim men’. 

Prejudice seems to run in 
Winter's family. Her son 
Michael, who runs the FPO's 
youth organisation in 
Steiermark, proposed in April 
2007 that a flock of sheep 
should be allowed to graze in 
Graz's central park “as an 
“immediate precaution 
against Turkish-Muslim rape”. 
He continued: “In general, 
sexual intercourse —_ with 
animals seems to have a 
certain tradition in Islam’. 

Incredibly, there was no 
reaction from the — state 
prosecutor and it took the 
Socialist city —_ councillor 
responsible for youth affairs 
ten months to announce, on 
17 January 2008, that the 
council would no_ longer 
subsidise his group. 

Susanne Winter's tirade drew a 
sharp response from politicians of all 
the other parties, who denounced her 
remarks and called for her resignation. 
The state prosecutor opened an 
investigation into whether her 
comments constituted incitement 
to hatred. 

If she is prosecuted and found guilty, 
Winter could face up to two years in 
prison, but this seems unlikely as to 
date no politician has ever been 
prosecuted for incitement. 

Notwithstanding the strong 
reaction, Winter's style of rhetoric is 
hardly unknown in political 
campaigns in Austria. After all, it was 
her party’s former leader Jorg Haider 
who brought the FPO to international 
prominence in the 1990s and the first 
few years of this century with a 
mixture of xenophobia, antisemitism 
and nationalism. 

Haider has moved on but his 
rhetoric has not. Campaigning 
recently for his new group, the, 
Association for Austria’s Future (BZO), 
the notorious right-wing politician 


FPO election furore in Graz 
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Radikal-Islam : 


Dr. Susanne Winter’ 
SIE trifft den (i) 


\ auf den Kopf. 


“Don't give radical Islam a home” says Susanne Winter, 
the leading FPO candidate 


said, “We are still allowed to say Gru 
Gott” — literally God greet you, the 
traditional Austrian greeting - “and 
don't have to praise Allah”. 

Winter's Islamophobia secured the 
FPO 11% of the vote in the city 
council election on 20 January, up 
from its previous 8%. This success has 
widely been written up as a failure 
because the extreme right’s potential 
in Graz is 15 to 20%. Haider’s BZO 
took 4.4%, showing that the extreme 
right is still very strong in the city. 
Another strange reaction was to 
blame the media for the increase in 
the FPO vote for reporting Winter's 
statements. 

According to some political analysts, 
the FPO’s anti-Muslim campaign was a 
calculated gambit designed to appeal 
both to a radically xenophobic fringe 
among Austria's electorate and to 
those alienated by immigration. 
On the day before the poll, local 
newspapers carried advertisements 
by Winter in which she made a quasi- 
apology for her remarks, describing 
them as “over the top”. ~ 


as 


International 


The BNP’s 
German pals 
face their 
own troubles 


By Christian Dornbusch 


for Der Rechte Rand and 
Lina Bruch for 
Antifaschistisches 
Infoblatt 

GERMANY’S MAIN NAZI 


organisation, the National Democratic 
Party (NPD), set itself the objective for 
2008 of entering both the Hessen and 
Niedersachsen regional parliaments. 
But despite an unprecedented 
campaign, especially in Niedersachsen, 
the party failed badly in both regions. 
The result was a serious setback for the 
NPD, which has seats in two east 
German regions but none in the west. 

This was only the latest in a series 

of problems confronting the NPD. 
Since last summer the party has had to 
grapple with the so-called Autonomous 
Nationalists (ANs) who belong to the 
wider spectrum of militant nazism that 
goes under the name _ Freie 
Kameradschaften. 

The ANs notably try to copy the 
radical left Autonomen, both in their 
dress style and by skirmishing with the 
police on demonstrations in an effort to 
look militant. This behaviour irritates 
the more sedate  law-and-order 
enthusiasts of the NPD which declared 
in August 2007 that it did not want 
people who look like “left anarchists” 
and frighten the public on _ its 
demonstrations. 

The NPD’s banishment of these 
pseudo-radicals sparked _ outrage, 
prompting the ANs and some groups 
of the wider Freie Kameradschaften 
to denounce the NPD as “bourgeois”. 
The NPD was so surprised at the 
ferocity of the response that parts of 
the party leadership tried to dampen the 
debate, afraid of endangering its 
relations with the Freie 
Kameradschaften, which provide it with 
much-needed muscle on the street. 
The dispute remains unresolved and 
there is a tense relationship between the 
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So-called Autonomous Naft6nalists demonstrate “against 
war and capitalism”.in Dortmund on 11 September 2007 


below: Udo Voigt 
pictures Attenzione 


NPD and the Freie Kameradschaften in 
many parts of the country. 

The NPD is also suffering internal 
rows. One of the worst stems from a 
concert held after the nazi Day of 
Honour ceremony in Budapest on 10 
February 2007 at which Norman 
Bordin, chairman of the NPD’s youth 
wing, the Junge Nationaldemokraten, in 
Bavaria, gave a Hitler salute on stage. 
When Bordin’s act was shown on 
German television, the party leadership 
was furious. According to NPD 
insiders, Udo Voigt, the party leader, 
drafted an emergency public declaration 
denouncing Hitler salutes and 
antisemitic views as not compatible 
with both the spirit and the letter 
of the party’s platform and warning 
that any violations would lead 
to disciplinary measures, 
including expulsion. 

Although Holger Apfel, the 
NPD’s deputy leader, watered 
down the public statement, 
Klaus Beier, the NPD’s press 
officer, Frank Schwerdt, 
its legal spokesman, 
and Adreas 
Molau, its educa- 
prt ono] 
organiser, 
felt even 


that was too much, arguing that the 
party should only have issued an inter- 
nal memo about “deviance”. 

According to one report, Beier, 


Schwerdt and Molau commanded 
majority support on the NPD executive. 
This enraged Apfel, a moderniser who 
has been angry for some time about the 
executive’s soft line towards the nakedly 
nazi flank of the NPD and has called 
for drastic measures against “idiots” like 
Bordin engaging in so-called “NS- 
nonsense”. In their defence, Bordin and 
his Bavarian comrade Matthias Fischer 
retorted that they were not going to 
have the law laid down about which 
concerts they are allowed to attend as 
private individuals. 

There are other similarly serious con- 
flicts in the party but the NPD’s 
most worrying problem is the 
financial scandal that prompted a 
huge police raid on its Berlin 
K6épenick headquarters on 7 
February. Officers were looking 
for evidence that Erwin Kemna, 
the NPD’s national treasurer, 
had siphoned off 
€627,000 (£470,000) 
from party funds 
between January 
2004 and June 
2007 by means of 


65 electronic transfers to a gift shop he 
owns in the small town of Ladbergen. 
After the raid, which was part of a year- 
long investigation into the murky world 
of the NPD’s finances, police arrested 
Kemna, 57, who if convicted could face 
five to ten years in prison. 

Voigt has refused to accept the 
accusations against his henchman and 
says they are part of a witch-hunt 
against the NPD, which received 
over €1.3 million in state funding in 
2006, because of its growing political 
strength. It is certainly true that 
the NPD’s membership is growing. 
With 7,200 members it is rapidly closing 
in on the biggest far-right outfit, the 
German People’s Union (DVU). 

However, the NPD faces mounting 
financial problems, hardly helped by the 
allegations against Kemna. It has been 
ordered to repay €870,000 of its state 
funding because it filed false accounts. 
Every registered party gets money from 
the state and must provide a detailed 
statement of accounts. Most respond 
with near-fanatical scrupulousness; not 
so the NPD whose organisation in 
Thiiringen fabricated donations and 
expenses receipts. The NPD, which 
regularly claims it is the only honest 
party in Germany, has been exposed as a 
nest of cheats and embezzlers. ~<a 


German bands 
inspire Nazi chants 


Wim Haelsterman 
for AFF-Verzet/RésistanceS 
from Antwerp 


POLICE ALLOWED a nazi rock concert to go 
ahead, maintaining a “discreet” presence, 
after receiving an advance tip-off from the 
Flemish Anti-Fascist Front. Blood and 
Honour Flanders staged the low-profile 
“evening” for its fans in Schoten, near 
Antwerp, on 26 January after managing 
anonymously to book a small venue for a 
fictitious “family reunion’. 

A undercover participant at the gig reported that only about 60 ee 
mostly Flemish boneheads, attended, most of whom were unable to restrain 
themselves from drunkenly yelling “Heil Hitler” and “Juden raus” (Jews out). 

On the bill were two German hate rock bands, Sense Of Pride and Hate 
Soldiers. The profits from the evening, if there were any, were intended for an 
“imprisoned comrade’, probably an Austrian or German Holocaust denier. 
The police did not report any incidents. 

The police have, however, shut down the two websites of the Flemish 
branch of the terrorist group Combat 18 (C18). Both sites were maintained by 
a Dutch nazi living in Belgium who belongs to the Dutch fascist Nederlandse 
Volksunie (NVU). One of the sites was an online shop for nazi CDs, posters, 
stickers and other propaganda material. 

The move followed police searches last November at the homes of several 
C18 members and sympathisers in which a considerable amount of material, 
including weapons, computers, software and mobile phones, was seized. 

Meanwhile, the more “respectable” end of right-wing extremism in Belgium 
is having its own problems with the law. Bart Debie (pictured), a Viaams Belang 
city councillor in Antwerp and former senior police officer, was convicted at 
the beginning of February of “torturing suspects at a police station, violation 
of the 1981 law on racism and xenophobia, and forging police reports’. 

He was sentenced by the Antwerp Court of Appeal to four years in prison, 
of which three years were suspended, loss of his civil rights for five years and 
a fine of €1,250 (£930). Losing his civil rights means he will have to give up his 
council seat and will be ineligible to stand at the next elections in 2009. 
Debie, a protégé of Filip Dewinter, the VB leader, will appeal to the Court of 
Cassation, Belgium's highest court, the role of which is to determine whether 
the law has been correctly applied on the basis of the facts assessed in the 
lower courts. 

Against all the evidence the VB is still supporting Debie and calling for the 
sentence to be quashed. True to form, the VB’s leadership called the verdict 
“scandalous” and a “political murder’, claiming that the Appeal Court had 
made a clear “political statement’ in stating that“... acts like these cannot be 
tolerated in a multicultural society”. 

Debie was first in court 18 months ago on the torture charge, in which he 
was accused of having inflicted pain on four suspects of Turkish origin. 
The court heard that he beat one of the arrested men with a chair until 
he stopped moving. 

He eventually had to resign from the police, after first being suspended for 
“blurring moral standards”. He was given his current post in the VB soon after 
his resignation. 

The chances that Debie will end up in custody are low. Sentences of 12 
months or less are rarely enforced because there is no room in the prisons. 
The VB, which like all far-right parties is keen on “law and order’, now looks 
ridiculous as it has argued fiercely that all convicted criminals, regardless of 
the length of their sentences, should always be imprisoned. ~a 


International 


Nazi activists jailed for attempted murder 


From Johannes Jakobsson for Expo and Antifa-Net in Stockholm 


TWO NAZI ACTIVISTS have been convicted of attempted 
murder for battering a 19-year-old man with a baseball bat at a 
party. Robert Vinqvist and Niklas Lundstr6m, both members of 
the violent Swedish Resistance Movement (SMR) committed 
the offence in November 2007 at a party in Hagersten, in south 
Stockholm. 

A dispute broke out between the two nazis and other guests 
after Vinqvist, 21, flaunted a swastika tattoo to a person of 
foreign background and told him he should “burn in hell’. 
After several guests complained about the nazis’ presence, 
they left the party with a woman. 

They returned later armed with baseball bats and 
knives at the same time as a 19-year-old man was on 
his way to the party with a girlfriend. The Stockholm 
district court heard that the nazis attacked the 
young man without warning, first hitting his head 
with a baseball bat and then inflicting several 
other blows and knife wounds. Luckily, their 
victim survived. 

In January the court sentenced Lundstrém, 

22, to six years in prison for attempted murder 
while Vinqvist received five years for attempted 
murder and assault — a shorter sentence 

because he was only 20 years old when he 
committed the crime. Vinqvist was also convicted 
on two other counts of assault, one of which was 
for beating one of the party guests on his head with 
the bat. 

In its written verdict, the court noted that there was no 
other reason for the attack on the 19-year-old than 
wanting to “insult the victim due to his race or colour of 
his skin”. The two nazis were also fined SEK 100,000 
(£8,000), including damages of SEK 15,000 to the man 
they assaulted. 

The conviction is the latest in a series of similar cases 
dealt with by the courts since last summer. Niklas Frost, a 
22-year-old nazi, was convicted recently for attempted 
homicide after stabbing a 20-year-old man when an SMR 
demonstration was attacked by counter-demonstrators at 
Slussen in Stockholm. And in November, a 20-year-old 
fascist activist was sentenced to two years and six months 
in prison for a number of violent crimes including assault 
and serious assault and battery. ~ 
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SD caught with pants down 


Mikael Ekman for EXPO and Antifa-Net in Stockholm explains 


A SWEDISH ANTI-FASCIST 
magazine has revealed that six leading 
representatives of the far-right 
Sweden Democrats have supported 
the nazi movement in the recent past. 
The disclosure by Expo, Searchlight's 
sister magazine, flies in the face of 
attempts by the SD to rid themselves of 
any association with nazism. 

As well as this, among the party’s lay 
assessors (who represent the 
organisation in local courts), municipal 
councillors and local board members are 
several people who have donated money 
to militant nazi groups. 

A joint exposé by Expo and the major 
daily paper Expressen has shed light 
what goes on behind the SD’s curtains. 

Goran Lagrot is a substitute member 
for the SD on Gothenburg city council. 
Between April and December 2007 
money was transferred on no fewer than 
21 separate occasions from his two 
telephone accounts to the violent nazi 
Swedish Resistance | Movement. 
Challenged on his generosity, Lagrot 
could only say: “I have lent my 
telephone to another person sometimes, 
so I am not the donor”. 

Jan Kassberg, who represents the SD 
in the far northern town of Gavle and is 
a juror, has made numerous statements 
against political violence especially 
from “militant” leftwing activists. Yet he 
has paid money to the nazi Info-14 
network which on its website praises 
violence against political opponents and 
pays tribute to the nazis who cold- 
bloodedly murdered the police officers 
Olof Borén and Robert Karlstrém in 
Malexander in 1999. 

When Kassberg was confronted with 
this on 25 January, he denied all 
knowledge of any donations and refused 
to comment further. A couple of hours 
later, Mattias Karlsson, the party’s press 
secretary, issued a statement saying: 
“Concerning Jan Kassberg in Gavle, 
the information has been confirmed 
and the executive committee has, for 
that reason, decided to propose that an 
expulsion procedure will be opened at a 
party board meeting on 9 February”. 

Two days later, Kassberg ventured 


onto the party’s local website in Gavle 
to explain that he was giving up all his 
assignments for the SD, admitting that 
he could not any longer “represent the 
party with credibility”. 

Kassberg is not the only SD member 
in Gavle who supports nazis. Peter 
Séderholm stood for the SD in the 2006 
elections at the same time as holding 
membership of the National Socialist 
Front (NSF). Challenged on his ability 
to do the political splits in this way, all he 
could say was: “I suppose you can say so”. 

Another person with doubtful links is 
Karin Svensson, a municipal councillor 
in Orsa and a parliamentary candidate. 
Svensson ordered material from the 
NSF in January 2006 and when asked 
about it replied: “I suppose it was a 
book, an ordinary novel ... a literary 
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work”. The fact that buying literature 
from the NSF contributes to its evil 
activities was lost on her. 

In Skane an SD municipal council 
substitute member bought goods 
costing SEK 834 (£70) from the nazi 
Nordiska Forlaget mail order company. 
His purchases included the white power 
albums My Tribute to Skrewdriver vol 
2, Svastika 1991-1996, Pro Patria III, 
Blodsband and Terror State. And an SD 
candidate in Skane has given money to 
Info-14. 

_ Commenting on the scandals, Jimmie 
Akesson, the SD leader said: “That is not 
good. Above all if it concerns people who 
are representatives of our party.” 
According to Karlsson the party's 
executive committee has started an 
investigation, so a purge may follow. ~< 


Identitaires’ hyperactivity hides failure to grow 


In February we turned the spotlight on the so-called Identitaires, the French far-right 
faction that supported Nick Griffin, the British National Party leader, after his arrest 
for making racist remarks. Taz, reporting for Reflex and Antifa-Net in Paris, completes 
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the analysis. 


THE NATIONAL revolutionary Bloc 
Identitaire has tried hard to create its 
own unique brand of radical right- 
wing extremism and to occupy the 
political territory outside the 
mainstream by creating a multitude of 
single-issue satellite outfits. 

Among the best known of these are 
the Mutual Aid Committee for 
European Prisoners (CEPE), which 
defends white activists jailed for 
violence, and French Solidarity (SdF) in 
Paris, which distributes free soup 
containing pork to the homeless, thus 
excluding Jews and Muslims. 
This group is steered by Odile 
Bonnivard who stood as a candidate in 
last year's parliamentary elections 
under the SdF banner. Following the 
example of the SdF’s Paris soup 
kitchen, which caused international 
controversy, Bonnivard’s allies have 
organised others in Nice, Strasbourg 
and Marseille. 

Another favoured area of work for 
Identitaires activists is music. In Nice, 
they have set up the Alternative-S 
record label, which has ensured the 
continuation of Blue White Rock. 
A front group for Unité Radicale, Blue 
White Rock suffered in the wake of the 
attempt by Maxime Brunerie to 
murder President Jacques Chirac in 
2002, when Unité Radicale, of which 
he was a member, was banned. 
The —_Identitaires’ youth outfit, 
Jeunesses Identitaires (Jl), in Paris has 
also assembled its own rock group, 
Hotel Stella. 

This neatly woven structural fabric 
looks coherent, even impressive. 
But in reality only parts of it function. 
A key reason is that the Identitaire 
elitists are poor at recruiting. 


Its satellite structures hardly ever 
have more than ten members and 
seldom attract people from beyond 
their own circles. 

Activism, which is an article of faith 
among Identitaires, takes a variety of 
forms. Members take part in almost all 


far-right demonstrations and 
meetings and attend cadre training at 
the JI's summer camps. Public 
meetings in cities such as Lille and 
Lyon where the Bloc Identitaire and JI 
have rather more members than 
elsewhere serve a similar purpose to 
the summer camps, although there 
have been none in Lyon since 2004 
when there were confrontations with 
anti-fascist opponents. 

The Identitaires have also made a 
name for themselves for internet 
campaigns and “democratic haras- 
sment” modelled on the lobbying that 
was the hallmark of progressive 
organisations such the anti-fascist Ras 
‘Front and the Human Rights League. 

In a media campaign against the rap 
group Sniper in 2003, which they 
accused of “anti-white” racism, the 
Identitaires blitzed the organisers of 
concerts and municipalities where 
they had contacts with phone calls, 
faxes and emails. The campaign was 
picked up by MPs of the conservative 
UMP and resulted in the cancellation 
of several Sniper concerts. 

In 2004 the Identitaires ran a 
sustained campaign, which grabbed 
national headlines, for the extradition 
from France of Cesare Battisti, a former 
member of the Italian terrorist Armed 
Proletarians for Communism. Battisti, 
who was eventually arrested in Brazil 
in 2007, had been convicted in 
absentia in Italy for two assassinations 
and complicity in two others and 
sentenced to life imprisonment. 
He maintains his innocence. 

The Identitaires copy the far-left's 
internet style and have developed a 
host of blogs and even a supposedly 
independent press agency, 
Novopress, which has links with the 
British National Party. They also 
publish [ID Magazine, a continuation of 
Jeune Résistance, — which was 
abandoned because of its too close 
association with Unité Radicale. /D 
Magazine has amalgamated with 
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Quartier Libre, Devenir in Belgium and 
Franc-parler in Quebec to become a 
pan-Francophone voice. 


If the Identitaires are better 
communicators than grassroots 
organisers, this may be partly the fault 
of the mainstream media, which have 
given disproportionate coverage to 
antics such as the soup kitchens. 

The relationship between the 
Identitaires and the rest of the far right 
is complex. Until 2006, they were an 
adjunct to the Front National, having 
decided there was nothing to gain by 
openly attacking Jean Marie Le Pen’s 
much bigger party and that they 
might be able to penetrate the FN’s 
apparatus when the succession to its 
veteran leader opened up. 

As part of this approach, the 
Identitaires needed to make 
themselves more respectable. In 2003 
they started to develop contacts with 
the more “conservative” — by which 
they mean extremist — wing of the FN 
through André-Yves Beck, who has 
held membership at one time or 
another of almost every formation on 
the far right. 

The rise to prominence of Le Pen’s 
daughter Marine has left this strategy 
in ruins because everyone knows she 
has little sympathy for the likes of the 
Identitaires. The Identitaires are now 
stuck with competing with the FN, 
even standing against their erstwhile 
friends in Nice in the 2006 cantonal 
election and in last year’s 
parliamentary elections. 

The Identitaires now stand alone on 
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the political margins, reaching out 
only to groups such as the Breton 
nationalist Adsav and the regionalist 
Alsace First, which agree at least partly 
with the Identitaires’ tactics and ide- 
ology. In these regions the Identitaires 
have renounced any efforts to set up 
their own branches to avoid harming 
these groups ideologically. 

They have had similar difficulty 
finding allies for their European 
mission. French speakers being their 
priority, they have fashioned close ties 
with the Belgian fascist Mouvement 
Nation, and the leaders of the 
Identitaires, Fabrice Robert and Phillipe 
Vardon, have spent time in Switzerland 
trying to consolidate contacts with 
Francophone extremists there. 

Beyond the French-speaking 
environment, the Identitaires claim to 
have cordial links with the Flemish 
separatist Nationalist Student 
Association in Ghent, the nazi National 
Democratic Party in Germany and the 
BNP. These two parties make strange 
bedfellows for the essentially third 
positionist Identitaires who are far 
more comfortable with likeminded 
groups in Italy, whom they visit often. 
Indeed this year’s JI summer camp is 
being held near Rome. 

One problem for the Identitaires is 
that they attract nazi activists and far- 


FRANCE: Suspended jail term for FN leader 


JEAN-MARIE LE PEN, leader of the Front National, has been given a three- 
month suspended prison sentence for playing down the Nazi occupation of 
France. 
Le Pen, 79, who was also fined €10,000 (47,500), had described the 
occupation as “not especially inhumane”. 
His remarks were published in an interview with the far-right magazine 
Rivarol in January 2005. Elsewhere in the article, he wrote off the massacre of 


86 people in the town of Villeneve d’Ascq in 1944 as the actions of a junior 
officer “mad with rage” and praised the infamous Nazi secret police, the 


Gestapo, for its role in the incident. 


The court ruled that Le Pen had denied a crime against humanity and had 


been complicit in condoning war crimes. 


This is not the first time that Le Pen has been convicted for making 
comments that are soft on Nazism. In 1987 he was fined for describing the 
Nazi gas chambers as a “detail of history”. 


right mavericks excluded from the FN 
like a magnet. Despite the efforts of 
the hardcore Identitaires to keep them 
out, these people have nowhere else 
to go. Until 2002, they were the foot 
soldiers of Unité Radicale. Since that 
group was banned, the leaders of the 
Bloc Identitaire have nevertheless 
maintained contact with the likes of 
Mickaél Moustier, who publishes 
bonehead fanzines but was also 
previously an organiser for the JI in 
Aix-en-Provence. 

Despite its ambitions to be a radical 


fifth wheel of the FN and a unifying 
centre of the national-revolutionary 
extreme right, the  Identitaire 
movement has not succeeded in 
growing into more than a sectarian 
splinter group in which the hyper- 
activity of some members merely 
masks the inactivity of others. 

They are now hoping that a revival 
of disillusioned FN activists will give 
the movement a much-needed 
stimulus. Whether the Identitaires can 
give them a political resting place is 
another matter. = 


Culture ministry financed fascists 


From Rafal Pankowski for Nigdy Wiecej and Antifa-Net in Warsaw 


THE POLISH MINISTRY of Culture financed a fascist 
publication, Nigdy Wiecej (Never Again), Searchligh?’s sister 
publication in Poland, has revealed. Templum Novum is a 
pseudo-intellectual magazine published by a shadowy 
“advertising agency” called Arte, registered in the provincial 
town of Biala Podlaska. 

Nigdy Wiecej has discovered that this is little more than.a 
front for the so-called Narodowa Scena Rockowa (National 
Rock Scene), a political and business operation that 
produces and distributes fascist material such as nazi 
skinhead music CDs, including those of the notorious band 
Konkwista 88. 

The NSR has also published books such as a Polish 
edition of Joe Pierce’s Skrewdriver: The First Ten Years about 
the British band that laid the foundations of the 
international white power rock scene. 

Templum Novum poses as an historical and political 
review. For example, in issue 4/2007 it presents a very thinly 
disguised version of fascist ideology including extensive 
antisemitic ranting by the late Léon Degrelle, the infamous 
Belgian Waffen SS general, based on his speech eulogising 
Hitler in 1981. The magazine also carries sympathetic 
articles about other nazi icons such as Julius Evola, the 


Italian fascist ideologue, and presents the ideas of the Polish 
nationalist neo-pagan writer Jan Stachniuk, who founded 
the 1930s extremist group Zadruga. 

It was that issue of Temp/um Novum that acknowledged 
in small print the sponsorship from the Polish Ministry of 
Culture. The same note appeared in the following issue, 
which includes a long interview with Alain de Benoist, the 
French New Right theorist. 

The decision to support financially the fascist magazine 
was taken under Jaroslaw Kaczynski’s government, a 
coalition that included the extreme right. Nevertheless the 
second sponsored issue appeared some two months after 
the change of the government that followed last October’s 
general election. The editors of Nigdy Wiecej have called on 
the Ministry to review its procedures to prevent such 
scandals in the future. 

Meanwhile the British MP John Mann, assisted by Nigdy 
Wiecej, has been negotiating with his Polish counterparts to 
persuade them to set up a parliamentary inquiry into 
antisemitism, along the lines of the UK one that reported in 
September 2006. If it goes ahead, the government 
sponsorship of Templum Novum will be an obvious matter 
for investigation. ~= 


International 


Fascists hope for Berlusconi election win 


By Alfio Bernabei 


FASCISTS CELEBRATED the collapse of 
Italy's centre-left government 
coalition at the end of January after a 
mere 20 months in power. Built on a 
wafer thin majority and weakened by 
ineffective leadership, the 
government even failed to put a curb 
on industrial magnates such as Silvio 
Berlusconi running for office without 
first divesting themselves of private 
interests. 

Political and moral authority was 
lost when the government retreated 
on civil partnerships capitulating to 
Vatican pressure, ignored demands 
to rid the state television system of its 
mind destroying garbage, and did 
not even have the decency to sack 
the 28 convicted criminals sitting in 
Parliament as MPs. 

How apt are the words written by 
Michael Foot referring to the letting in 
of fascism in 1922 in answer to the 
question: “how was the blunder 
made?” “The blunder of the Left was 
that they did not drive home their 
advantage when they had it. They did 
not fight with sufficient strength and 
unity to secure their gains. Mark well 
those who dislike Socialist reforms 
that you do not sell your country to 
fascism.” (The Trial of Mussolini.) 

Berlusconi and his fascist friends 
were waiting for this, hence the 
celebrations. Members of Fiamma 
Tricolore (FT), led by the Holocaust 
denying MEP Luca Romagnoli, took to 
the streets in Rome lighting fireworks. 
They crossed paths 


Contemplating 
his return to 
power: Silvio 
Berlusconi 


with the equally jubilant National 
Alliance party, led by Gianfranco Fini, 
who in the late 1980s and early 1990s 
was secretary of the MSI, heir to 
Mussolini's Fascists. 

Applauding in the wings were the 
Duce’s granddaughter, Alessandra 
Mussolini, leader of Azione Sociale, 
Adriano Tilgher, leader of Fronte 
Sociale Nazionale, Roberto Fiore of 
Forza Nuova and Francesco Storace, 
who recently set up Destra Sociale. 
Storace is the man who went to greet 
Fiore at the airport in Rome when the 
fugitive from justice returned home. 

This motley crew now hopes for 
a Berlusconi victory on 13-14 April 
when Italy goes to the polls again. 
Is Berlusconi not the man who once 
said Mussolini had done good things 
for Italy and that the dictator had sent 
dissidents to holiday camps? Did he 
not catapult the fascists into 
government in 1994 after an ostracism 
that had lasted for 51 years? And now? 
What is next if he wins for a third time? 

Well, he would most likely remain an 
utter failure in the fields of economic 
policies and administrative reforms. 
But he would accomplish the plan he 
started 15 years ago with the 
positioning of Fini, the former fascist - 
or perhaps he is still a fascist - in 
readiness to take charge of the 
country. 

Berlusconi's political moves have 
followed a certain script. First he 
replaced the discredited Christian 
Democratic Party with his own party 
Forza Italia, then he brought in 
Mussolini's political descendants into 
government giving them legitimacy. 
A bit anachronistically perhaps, after 
the collapse of Communist Russia, 
but still strategically important in the 
equilibrium of the Western Alliance, 
Berlusconi guaranteed the dependent 
status for Italy that had been 
envisaged since the end of the 
Second World War with the setting 
up of the Stay Behind (Gladio) 
network and plans for a coup 
détat in the event of a 
Communist election victory. 
Berlusconi's latest move, 
unveiled in preparation for 
the election, says it all: he 
has merged Forza Italia and 
the National Alliance 


(24.5% and 12.5% of the vote 
respectively in 2006) forming one 
ticket, the People of Freedoms alliance 
(PDL). Now 71, if he wins he will almost 
certainly resign halfway into his term 
of office and hand over to Fini. Italy 
would then find itself with Mussolini's 
political heir as Prime Minister. 
Berlusconi could then claim a victory 
the significance of which transcends 
the mere fact of winning elections. He 
would leave a lasting imprint in the 
country’s political history for decades 
to come. 

Although the small fascist parties 
berate Fini as a traitor to the cause, 
following his criticism of the Duce and 
of the racial laws which he 
conveniently voiced in exchange for 
being allowed to visit Israel, they 
are perfectly aware that they are 
benefiting from the progressive 
legitimisation of fascism and the 
historical revisionism that has 
transformed Italian culture over the 
past ten years. If Berlusconi wins they 
would reap some harvest too. 
Alessandra Mussolini, Romagnoli, 
Fiore, Tilgher, Storace would bask in 
reflected glory. Berlusconi has already 
held talks with Mussolini. Fiamma 
Tricolore expects rewards after it 
contributed to the election of the 
Mayor of Milan, won by one of 
Berlusconi's associates. 

The number of fascists who will 
take part in these elections is difficult 
to gauge. There could be hundreds 
of thousand in Fini’s camp and among 
the racists of the Northern League 
(once more a Berlusconi ally). About 
800,000 are scattered across the 
smaller parties which, marginalised by 
so much choice, are bound to get very 
poor results nationally. The Mussolini- 
Fiore-Tilgher cartel and Fiamma 
Tricolore polled barely over 1.2% 
between them in 2006. 

As the electoral campaign got under 
way the fascists copied their 
programme from Berlusconi's, just as 
they did two years ago. Big themes are 
“zero tolerance” on immigrants and 
the defence of the family and of the 
Catholic religion. They have nothing to 
say on economic policy. They leave it 
entirely to their boss with promises of 
tax cuts and the like - Berlusconi 
knows best. ~a 
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